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      Meadowbrook’s school garden program is coordinated by their school principal and their Kids & Company 
Program. They produce an abundance of “veggies” and “herbs” which they serve in their school lunchroom 
program. Their gardens also serve as an outdoor classroom.    

Meadowbrook Elementary School
5430 Glenwood Avenue
Golden Valley, Minnesota 55422

      Meadowbrook Elementary is in the fifth year of 
having a school garden. The garden program is 
coordinated by the principal, Dr. Greta Evans-Becker. 
Meadowbrook has prolific school “veggie” gardens. 
The produce from their gardens is either sold, used in 
the lunchroom, shared in the community or given to 
a food shelf. The gardens produce an abundance of 
edible products. Their gardens also serve as an 
outdoor classroom that can be enjoyed by all 
students and staff. The school participates in the 
Hennepin County compost program and gets 
compost from them in return. Plants come from 
River Bend farm, a grower who also provides the 
school food service with fresh foods for the 
lunchroom. The school's Boy Scout troop puts the 
gardens to bed in the fall and Meadowbrook 
students get the gardens ready during the all-school 
clean-up in the spring.

Planting Day at Meadowbrook
School Newsletter 05/18/2011
      Broccoli, brussels sprouts, celery, beets, carrots, 
onions, and potatoes were planted in the Meadow-
brook raised bed gardens by Mr. Davis' second 

top left, The school’s court-
yards are filled with various
gardens. Rainwater from the
roof is collected in barrels.
left, The day’s harvest is 
weighed. right, above, School
kitchen staff sort the bounty.
right, Students are eating the
harvest within the hour.

graders. Students used rulers and measured for the 
rows, sowed seeds, planted bedding plants, labeled 
and watered the gardens.
      The Meadowbrook salsa and herb garden was 
planted by Mrs. Bell's fourth grade students. Peppers, 
tomatoes, cilantro, parsley, rosemary, basil, oregano 
and sage were planted and many will be used as 
ingredients for salsa and pizza during our Back to 
School open house in August. After school starts the 
tomatoes and peppers will be served for school 
lunches.
      The compost that the students used in planting in 
May actually started out in the lunchroom at 
Meadowbrook. Each day students sort their 
lunchroom waste into a red garbage can and a green 
garbage can. The green can is for only food and 
paper. The food and paper is transported to a 
composting site. Five cubic feet of lunchroom 
compost was delivered to Meadowbrook to be used 
for planting. The vegetables grown in the compost 
are served in the lunchroom. That is truly recycling. 
The vegetable gardens will be tended all summer by 
volunteer families who keep a gardening journal. 



      Meadowbrook School received a grant from the 
Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
that provides financial support for some exciting 
learning opportunities.
      The garden plans include edible gardens, a native 
prairie plant area and an outdoor classroom.
Dedicated volunteers have kept the garden project on 
schedule. Their raised beds have been built and 
pounded into the ground. They use organic soil in 
which to plant their vegetables. In the spring they 
plant separate gardens for salsa, pumpkins, soup and 
salad. Their nature area, located on the playground is 
taking shape. Plans are drawn, and stakes mark the 
spot where the classroom will be located.

School Newsletter 08/12/2013
The Meadowbrook vegetable garden has thrived this 
summer! A farmers’ market was held which included 
produce from the gardens and they raised $500. They 
donated the proceeds to the Resource West School 
Supply Drive, and Dr. E-B just picked over 20 pounds 
of tomatoes, squash, and cucumbers that were 
donated to Prism, their neighborhood food shelf.

For more information contact: 
Dr. Greta Evans-Becker 
Greta.Evans-Becker@hopkinsschools.org

Families and staff at Meadowbrook's 
“Back to School Night” eating pizza 
using fresh veggies from their 
school garden.
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