Campbell/Tintah School K-6 & 7-12

420 Connecticut Avenue
Campbell, Minnesota 56522

Summary

JeffersFoundation.org

nUses raised garden beds nGrows several types of vegetables nGarden activities tied to curriculum
nPartners with 4H Club nArea surrounded by fence
nSeveral sources of funding
Families
maintain
garden
in
summer
n

Photos

Smelling and tasting. A good start for
kindergartners.

Flower graphics were painted by a senior art class
in the school. The design arrangement covers
graffiti that was formerly on the wall.

left, A bulletin board
keeps everyone in
the school informed

above, Leaf rubbings
are an excellent
learning tool at several
grade levels.

left, Magnifiers in the
garden open a whole
new world.

Details
General Information:
Campbell-Tintah is a small school located in
Campbell MN. The purpose of their school garden is
to provide students opportunities to increase
scientific knowledge and understanding and improve
literacy and numeracy. They also feel that a garden
can help improve student confidence, resilience and
self-esteem.

snacks. Items that ripen early can be prepped and
frozen until school is in session or donated to the
community. In years to come, they hope to plant
apple trees and use the apples for elementary snacks
and lunches.

Garden Site:
The 50ft x15ft garden is located behind the
school near the playground. Planter boxes are used
to help minimize weeds and facilitate garden work.
The boxes require minimal ongoing maintenance
work after construction. The beds are approximately
4 ft by 8 ft. There is a water source available near the
garden site.

Education:
Math: Students use math to determine the harvest
dates of plants in the garden based on their planting
date.
Plant information tables: Students use seed catalogs
or internet sources to fill out plant information tables
for use in garden planning.
Plant families: Students learn about keys and plant
classification through learning vegetable plant
families, discussing the life-cycle of plants and what
plants need to thrive.

Garden Product:
The garden produces: kale, spinach, carrots,
radishes, potatoes, watermelon, squash, cabbage,
Brussels sprouts, broccoli, beets, sweet potatoes,
yams, and onions. In the future they plan to grow
asparagus, herbs and maybe a few flowers. They use
their produce for school lunches and classroom

Student Involvement:
n Students research seeds that would work well in
our climate.
n Students water and weed the gardens while
school is in session. During the summer months they
have several families along with 4H members who
supervise and maintain the garden.

n Students feel empowered by their ability to make
improvements to their environment and community.
n Tending plants helps students develop patience,
responsibility, and self-confidence. Gardens provide
hands-on experiences that allow students to see
cause-and-effect relationships.
n Garden activities are used to teach multiple
disciplines and create connections across the
curriculum.
n Garden activities are often completed in teams,
providing opportunities for students to practice
communication skills and work closely with others
toward a common goal in a non-threatening
environment.
n Garden activities provide opportunities for
sensory exploration, the expression of creativity, and
the practice of inquiry.
n Garden work helps to build gross and fine motor
skills and can decrease stress.
n Gardening skills can translate into job skills later in
life or become a life-long hobby.
Supervision and Maintenance:
During the school year the entire elementary staff is
involved in supervising the garden. During the
summer months the garden is supervised by a
teacher along with the custodial staff and the local
4H organization. Community members,
grandparents, and parents also help maintain and
care for the garden. To prevent vandalism a fence
was installed around the garden area.
Sources of Funding
Jeffers Foundation, Lions Club, and Cargill Cares of
Wahpeton, N.D.
Sustainability
The garden has the support of faculty at the school,
students, parents, grandparents, and the local 4H
group. They plan on making their school garden an
ongoing project by incorporating it into math,
reading, and science curriculum.
For more information, contact:
Desiree Kleindl
kleindld@campbell.k12.mn.us

