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      The school garden program at Clara Barton was initiated by three parents in cooperation with school staff, 
Midwest Food Connection and Harvest Moon Backyard Farmers. They are a prime example of how, with a bit 
of creativity, any school property can support a garde n.

Clara Barton Open School
4237 Colfax Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55409

      Clara Barton Open School started its School 
Garden Program in the spring of 2013. It is 
coordinated by three parents, Marnie Peichel, Sarah 
Kuzel-Leslie and Sheila Eldred. They have worked 
with several community partners, including non-
profit organizations that help coordinate student 
lessons and nearby restaurants that may buy herbs 
and other produce. The garden runs along one side 
of the building adjacent to the school playground. 
The urban schoolyard garden is an excellent example 
of how every school has some space where a garden 
can be developed.   
      The project received two grants to help support 
the program; additional fund-raising efforts will be 
necessary in the future to maintain the program and 
build a permanent fence. Students who use the 
garden are supervised by teachers and after-school 
program educators. They use curriculum materials 
produced by teachers and Midwest Food 
Connection. Students are involved through teacher 
choice, community education, and Midwest Food 
Connection classes. About 20% of the students 
participate in the program at this time. Students 
were involved in planting, weeding and sampling 
foods grown in the garden. The garden is maintained 

left, Summer school students 
learn in the garden. 
above, Planting day. 
right, Weeding and the good 
fruits of a very remarkable 
school and garden.

Students learn about planting and
nutrition before working in garden.

Garden area, next to paved play-
ground, before preparation and
planting. below, Parents help.

during the summer by students in community 
education classes and by families who volunteer to 
adopt the garden for one week. Plans for the produce 
include: sampling by students, selling to local 
businesses, donating to food shelters, and using it in 
the school's salad bar. Watering is convenient as the 
garden is located next to a water source from the 
school. 

To enhance the Open Curriculum by providing 
opportunities for hands-on learning to cultivate 
student curiosity and exploration.

 To make the school grounds a greener and 
healthier environment by co-creating a successful, 
sustainable vegetable garden using organic methods.

 To use the garden to better understand equity 
and social justice issues.

 To use the garden as a tool to improve children's 
eating habits and encourage students to have 
ownership over their health by making smarter food 
choices.

 To provide opportunities for students to take on 
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leadership roles and have equal voice in the garden 
decision making processes  

 To bring together the school and community 
around a common endeavor

Barton Spirit Garden Websites

Midwest Food Connection
      Through hands-on, interactive lessons that 
harness the power of storytelling, song, art, games 
and in-classroom cooking, the Midwest Food 
Connection empowers and inspires elementary 
school children to want to make healthy and 
responsible food choices. Sponsored by several co-
ops in the Twin Cities, the program sends educators 
into K-6 classrooms and schoolyard gardens to teach 
about the benefits of local food, organic agriculture, 
and city gardening.
Midwest Food Connection website:
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http://www.bartonspiritgarden.org
http://www.bartonspiritgarden.org/blog.html

http://www.midwestfoodconnection.org

Harvest Moon Backyard Farmers
      The mission of HMBF is to strengthen the Twin 
Cities local foods ecosystem by transforming 
landscapes into tasty, beautiful and sustainable mini-
farms through which eaters connect directly with 
their farmers, food and land. To do that, they grow 
backyard food gardens and provide garden 
education for homeowners, renters, schools and 
businesses with a focus on organic and sustainable 
practices. They say,”Whether you're looking for 
expert advice, full service or something in between, 
we can help your garden dreams come to life.”

For more information contact: 
Kristin Sondquist
Bartonschoolgarden@gmail.com

http://www.bartonspiritgarden.org
http://www.bartonspiritgarden.org/blog.html
http://www.midwestfoodconnection.org
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