Grandview Middle School 5-7

1881 Commerce Blvd.
Mound, Minnesota 55364

Summary

JeffersFoundation.org

nUses garden as an alternative-learning center nRaised garden beds built as an Eagle Scout project
nPartners with Gale Woods Farm and MN Green Corps nUses several sources of funding nPartners with
Community Education's summer program nUses Minnesota School Garden curriculum developed by MN Ag in
Classroom nHas an Adventure Club (K-8) involved in garden activities

Photos

Sturdy PVC raised
bed garden boxes
A custom bench
proves useful
for many garden
projects

Proud harvesters headed to
the school lunchroom.
Garden construction
thanks to Boy Scout
Eagle project

Garden-themed signage
identifies produce.

Details
General Information:
The goal at Grandview Middle School is to
create an alternative learning environment where
students engage in a hands-on learning experience.
Working in the garden also deepens their
understanding and appreciation of where food
comes from. The school garden is a place for
learning, but also a place to build community and
enjoy nature. Parents and community members are
encouraged to help with the garden and work
alongside the students. They worked with MN
GreenCorps, teachers, principal, community
members, and staff at Gale Woods Farm to build and
maintain the garden.

Garden Product:
The garden grows primarily vegetables and
herbs, along with flowers so students can learn about
pollinator plants. During summer months
Westonka Community Education hosted a volunteer
workday at the garden where community members
tended the garden. The volunteers planned the
plantings so that most of the produce is ready to be
harvested in the fall when the students were
able to gather the vegetables and serve them in
the cafeteria as a part of the farm-to-school program.

Garden Site:
The garden is located on the Grandview Middle
School property on a field next a lake. A young man
working on his Eagle Scout service project built five
5ft‚ x 25ft raised garden beds. The Mound Rotary
Club donated funds to install an irrigation system
connected to the school's water supply. Vegetables
and herbs are used in the school cafeteria in the

Education:
The garden is used as an alternative learning space for
students with special needs who greatly benefit from
the hands-on learning environment. Beyond these
specific subject matters, all teachers have been
encouraged to use the garden as a place for their
students to engage in experiential learning outdoors.
Westonka Community Education has an after

spring and fall. Future plans are to construct a fence
around the entire garden.

school/summer program for elementary and middle
school students called Adventure Club (K-8). They
also use the garden as a place for students to learn
about gardening and learn more about the food
system. Science teachers are exploring ways to
integrate the Minnesota School Gardens curriculum
that was developed by Minnesota Agriculture in the
classroom. Plans going forward are for the garden to
be incorporated into science, art, Family and
Consumer Science (FACS), and the special education
curriculum.
Student Involvement:
Students learn different lessons by interacting
in the garden during the school day through their
classes. They also have the opportunity to work in
the garden after school and summer programs. Not
only does the garden serve as an alternative learning
space for the students, it also serves as a retreat. It
offers students a place to take a break from “screen
time” and to learn with their hands. The garden is
also a place for children with behavioral issues to
experience the therapeutic properties of working
with plants. Their garden is located off of a sidewalk
and in raised beds, so it will be easily accessible by
students in wheelchairs.
Supervision and Maintenance:
A MN GreenCorps member supervises the
garden and coordinates volunteers. During the
summer a volunteer community workday every
Monday from 9-11:30 am is hosted by the Westonka
Horticulture Society and staff from Gale Woods
Farm. The Adventure Club also uses and maintains
the garden during the summer months. During the
school year the teachers using the garden, as well as
the Adventure Club, care for the garden. The
Westonka facility manager maintains the grounds
around the garden. The garden is in a visible location,
which helps to reduce the chances of vandalism.
Sources of Funding/Assistance
Jeffers Foundation, Mound Rotary Club, Eagle Scout
Project, Westonka Horticultural Club, Westonka
Community Education, Minnesota Ag in the
Classroom, Mound True Value and Gale Woods Farm.
Sustainability:
Making their school garden sustainable was
one of their top priorities. They wanted to be sure
that their garden lasts and continues to grow. In
order to do so they reached out to many local
community groups with Gale Woods Farm serving as
their main supporter of the program. The farm is
providing educational support and manpower to
work in the garden. They were an integral partner in
getting the garden up and running. Through this

community network and Grandview Middle School
the garden will continue to grow in years to come.
For more information contact:
Susan Storck, Seasonal farm educator at Gale Woods
Farm
sstorck@threeriversparkdistrict.org

