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  Minneapolis, Minnesota 55406
3733 43rd Avenue South

General Information:
Hiawatha Community School is in an ethnically 

and culturally diverse, urban community. There are 2 
campuses: Hiawatha campus houses grades preK-
2nd and Howe grades 3rd-5th.  The garden is located 
on the Howe campus. The garden is a joint project 
between the school and the PTO. The teachers 
wanted a garden for several years and parents 
championed its development when the Howe 
campus was added as it had a beautiful location for a 
school garden. Parents, 3rd-5th grade teachers and 
school administration worked together to plan, 
design and build the garden on the Howe Campus.

The school garden provides an opportunity to 
deepen the educational experience, provide hands 
on learning, build responsibility, and extend 
classroom learning to the outdoors. Furthermore, 
the garden provides a space and an additional and 
very different opportunity for the PTO and school to 
connect and engage with families and community 
members. 

Treats and snacks 
provided by local 

merchants

Experienced parents with tools
Activities for the kids

above, Leaf rubbings
are an excellent 
learning tool at several
grade levels.

left, Magnifiers in the
garden open a whole
new world.

Even kindergartners took their
turn at the shovels.

The garden building process
was a model of community
involvment.

Garden Site:
The Howe School Garden design includes

perennial beds with trellises, eleven raised garden
beds and an elevated garden table for growing crops.
There are  multiple garden sites, including two main
pollinator-friendly gardens for butterfly, bee and
culturally important native plants. The plan is being
phased in over several years, and today the garden is
about half built. There are 7 raised beds, and a large
compost bin arranged in a large open rectangle,
creating a grassy area for outdoor class
instruction. The garden area is on the south side of
the school, with full to partial sun and access to
water and is adjacent to an additional outdoor
classroom. The garden is highly visible from a
secondary road that has considerable foot and car
traffic. Most importantly, the location is easily
accessible for all students including those with
mobility challenges.
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Joint project of PTO and School Garden Team oversees project  Serves as Outdoor Classroom 
Parents and staff maintain garden in summer months Handicap accessible area and raised planters 
Several sources of funding Master Gardeners involved in program Community space for youth and adults

A written plan



Garden Product:
Honoring the diverse student population and 

recognizing the garden's visibility in the community, 
the garden focuses on using heirloom and native 
plants from many cultures and varieties. The garden 
is a space for growing food for consumption (for both 
animals and humans), habitat for pollinators, and 
designed to be visually pleasing. There is no use of 
pesticides, and integrated pest management is 
practiced; only treating problems as needed, with 
the least harmful solution.

The 2014 gardens included a native Three 
Sisters garden using ‘square foot’ gardening 
techniques in the raised beds with both native and 
heirloom varieties. 

Education:
The garden is a unique hands-on living laboratory for 
teaching:

Social and economic development:  Students learn 
where food comes from and what it needs to grow.  

Science:  Students learn about the life of a plant, 
ecosystems, vocabulary development, and 
vermiculture (worm composting). 

Food exploration: Minneapolis Culinary Services 
encourages students to try new foods, and the 
garden supports this effort by growing the foods that 
culinary services uses in their recipes. Students 
would eventually like to learn cooking as well. 

Math: Measurements and calculations of area and 
volumes for soils and materials. Analyzing harvests.

Social Studies:  Students learn about Indigenous 
farmers, immigrants and plants that they bring, as 
well as foods and plants from other cultures, and 
how they may be used.    

Student Involvement:
From planning to consumption students had 

opportunities to be involved with their garden. 
Activities include seed starting, planting, watering, 
mulching, weeding, and harvesting. Each classroom 
has a vermiculture bin to provide organic matter for 
their bed. One bed is elevated to allow students and 
others in wheelchairs to roll right up to face level 
with the plants.

Supervision and Maintenance:
Summer Maintenance: The school's Garden 

Team recruits and organizes parents, teachers, and 
community members to maintain the garden for 
one-week intervals during the course of the summer. 
They orient families on how to maintain the gardens, 
and trouble-shoot as necessary. Their school 
maintenance staff mows the grass in and around the 
garden beds.

Prevention of Vandalism: Ongoing maintenance 
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is the strongest deterrent for vandalism.  Several 
residents of the immediate neighborhood help keep 
an eye on their garden when school is not in session 
and notify garden supervisors and the police in case 
of problems. 

Aesthetics Matter: Howe believes that when 
an area looks abandoned it invites abuse. Their 
garden design includes concern for appearance. 
Design and maintenance contribute to a garden that 
looks loved and cared-for.

Source of Grant Funds:
Jeffers Foundation, PTO, local business, Minneapolis 
Health Department and their Statewide Health 
Improvement Program (SHIP) funding.

Sustainability:
Howe has strong parent, staff, and teacher 

support. This includes but is not limited to the 
school PTO, school staff, students, parents, and local 
businesses. Students and parent volunteers take 
care of the worm bins during breaks from school. 
Also, they plant seeds in the classroom to transplant 
into the raised beds in May, and then water and 
weed their gardens. 

For more information contact:
Howe School Garden team at:

Or you can call the School Wellness Coordinator: 
Angie McCracken, RN, School Nurse at 
(612)668-4637

School website:

 
howeschoolyardgarden@gmail.com

http://hiawatha.mpls.k12.mn.us


	Page 1
	Page 2

