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General Information:
The Highland Elementary and Scott Highland 

Middle School Community Garden/Outdoor 
Classroom is an exciting community partnership that 
ties into their district curriculum and service learning 
projects where students from both schools plant 
vegetables and help take care of the garden annually. 
The area serves as an outdoor classroom that 
demonstrates to students the growing process from 
seed to table. Donating the harvest to needy families 
in their community through 360 Communities Food 
Shelf teaches lifelong lessons on the joy of giving. 
Students from both schools share garden 
responsibilities and maintain the garden annually. 
The outdoor classroom is used as an outdoor 
learning lab where students can make connections 
between the classroom curriculum and the 
environment. 

Garden Site:
This community vegetable garden/outdoor 

classroom is conveniently located between Highland 
Elementary School and Scott Highland Middle 

First planting in the
new garden boxes.

Garden plants are started
indoors by classes before the
outdoor growing season.

The new garden learning 
area includes a gazebo and

a tiled walkway. 

School. Two portable classrooms were located 
between the elementary and the middle school for 
the past 25 years. When they were removed in the 
fall of 2013 they created a wide-open space, which 
was ideal for a community vegetable garden. 

Garden Product:
Last year students grew and donated more 

than 200 pounds of produce to support local families 
in need through the 360 Communities‚ Food Shelf. 
The students grew squash, beans, tomatoes, 
cucumbers and other vegetables in the raised beds 
and the outdoor classroom space that is being 
developed in the school’s backyard. Through the 
school lunch program, the elementary and middle 
school students benefitted from sampling different 
types of produce that they helped grow, for example, 
zucchini bread. They also link this project with the 
healthy eating and nutrition education program 
where their Food Service Department was awarded 
the USDA's Healthier US School Challenge.
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Joint effort with Scott Highland Middle School Green Team oversees project Serves as a Community 
Garden/Outdoor Classroom Donates produce to Community Food Shelf Students at both schools involved 
in planning, planting and maintenance Handicap accessible area and raised planters Several sources of 
funding Master Gardeners involved in program Families help maintain garden in summer months



Education:
The HL/SHMS Community Garden/Outdoor 

Classroom is an exciting community partnership that 
ties into the curriculum and service learning projects. 
Elementary and middle school students share garden 
responsibilities and make weekly visits to the garden 
to water, weed, touch, taste and learn about the 
food they are growing. By growing vegetables, 
students better understand where food comes from 
and gain more positive food attitudes.  Participation 
in the school garden helps to build leadership, 
teamwork, and self-confidence through ownership of 
a project and collaboration with other students. 

Student Involvement:
Students from both schools were involved in 

the design, creation and maintenance of the project. 
The Gifted and Talented teachers from both schools 
have scheduled time during the school year when 
students go out and water/plant and maintain the 
garden. They have multiple summer programs 
offered at both schools during the summer. 
Maintenance of the garden is built into the daily 
schedule and tied into the curriculum. Students from 
SHMS woods shop class helped design and build the 
raised beds as part of a class project.  
Highland Elementary was specifically designed to 
house students with specific disabilities. The raised 
beds are at a height of two feet, which is easily 
accessible for students in wheelchairs. All areas of 
the outdoor classroom were carefully designed to 
make it handicapped accessible. The outdoor 
learning opportunities available help to enhance the 
Individual Education Plans for students with special 
learning needs. 

Supervision and Maintenance:
Both schools have experience in maintaining 

outdoor learning areas. They have a Green Team, 
which meets periodically to talk about the 
maintenance of the garden. This joint committee is 
responsible for the garden work, finding funds to 
support the garden, scheduling education activities, 
and finding and training volunteers. A group of Apple 
Valley master gardeners called Partnership Garden 
were instrumental in getting this project off the 
ground and they share their expertise throughout 
the year. They have a weekly volunteer schedule 
where parents and groups of students sign up to do 
different jobs in the various garden areas.
This area is closely monitored by the Apple Valley 
Police Department and is constantly under 
surveillance with their district maintenance staff.  

Sources of Funds and Assistance:
Jeffers Foundation, Bachman's, Partnership Garden, 
ISD 196 Building and Grounds, Food Services and 

Community Education, Scott Gunhus Landscaping, 
HL/SHMS Site Councils, Eastview Community 
Foundation, Pahl's Market, Fisher Sand and Gravel, 
B&A Home Improvements and the Apple Valley Deck 
Store.

Sustainability:
Local support for the community garden has 

been outstanding. The Highland and Scott Highlands 
Site Councils, District 196 Food and Nutrition 
Services Department and the Eastview Community 
Foundation support the project. 

For more information contact:
Chad Ryburn

 chad.ryburn@district196.org
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