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General Information:
METRO Deaf School considers their garden as

the perfect metaphor for students and their school.
The students need caring, respect, and
responsibility to learn and excel. The school garden
is designed to teach students that respect for
nature, being responsible citizens, and caring for the
environment then all may benefit from the seeds 
they have sown. A school garden creates a healthy 
connection with nature that demonstrates the 
concept of farm-to-table and a true appreciation for 
what plants can provide. Many of the students, due 
to their deafness, have not had the opportunity to 
learn about the wonders of gardening and fresh 
food. The goal is to provide that opportunity for 
students.

Garden Site:
The garden is located behind the school

where they have a hose hook up for water and a rain
barrel. While a large plot of land is
available to them, it was decided to start small, 
utilizing four 10' by 6' foot raised garden beds. They 
plan to begin a composting program to help their 
garden thrive.

Garden planting begins indoors.

Garden Product:
Beans, asparagus, bell peppers, brussels    

sprouts, raspberries, strawberries, kale, carrots, 
chives, celery, onions, potatoes, cucumbers, 
tomatoes, and corn were planted in the garden. 
Students learned how to prepare fresh food, and in 
the fall they were taught about canning food for the 
winter.

Education:
Teachers for math, social studies, health, reading, 
and writing use the garden by incorporating many 
different aspects of gardening into their lessons. 
Students learn about the importance of organic 
farming and avoiding dangerous chemicals in their 
environment.  

Student Involvement:
Their students require direct instruction in 

American Sign Language (ASL). During the school 
year and summer session students were involved 
with the development, care, and maintenance of the 
garden. By having a school garden, students 
experience hands on learning in an environment with 
access to information in their native language.
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School garden designed to teach students respect for nature Provides an opportunity for deaf students to 
experience the joy of gardening     Uses raised garden beds     Grows veggies that are used by students

Students learn about organic gardening     Garden integrated into school curriculum



Supervision and Maintenance:
Designated students and staff are assigned 

duties related to the maintenance and care of the 
garden. They also have volunteers from the 
community and within the school to ensure their 
garden flourishes and grows! They have experienced 
very low incidents of vandalism and they continually 
promote the importance of citizenship with all of 
their students.

Source of Grant Funds/Assistance:
Jeffers Foundation.

Sustainability:
Support for this exciting project comes from 

the administration, staff, and students. The
hope is to expand the garden every year anddevelop
stronger community ties by providing fresh produce, 
gardening skills, and delicious food. The goal is for 
the school garden to provide students with 
educational benefits, environmental education, and 
an appreciation for land stewardship for years to 
come.

  For more information contact:
  Jason Valentine, School Social Worker
  jvalentine@mdsmn.org
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