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General Information:
For the past 16 years, Southgate School has 

taken part in an annual day they call Tree Trust Day. It 
started with money given through the state to plant 
trees and educate students on taking care of plants. 
Currently, they take one day each year at the end of 
May to weed, mulch, and take care of their school 
grounds. The whole school participates and the 
students gain an important sense of community and 
school pride. Members of the Tree Trust committee, 
in looking for ways to help this experience evolve, 
chose to implement their school garden project. 

Garden Site:
The garden is located on the west side of the 

building. This side of the building is close to a water 
hook-up. The advice of a local garden center was 
obtained in planning the garden itself.  The garden 
measures 26ft x 32ft and is one plot. Garden tools, 
various hand tools, and buckets did not need to be 
purchased, as they are stored on site for use during 
their annual Tree Trust day.

right, It’s all thumbs up
and smiles for the  zucchini

bread project.

Cooking with produce directly
out of the school garden is a
good way to teach many 
practical lessons. Measuring,
temperature, following
directions... all end with a
very sweet payoff.

School food service personnel
bake the bread in school ovens.

Garden Product:
The owner of the local garden center told us 

that if we were to receive the grant from Jeffers 
Foundation, that he would supply most of the plants 
and seeds that we would need. The remaining money 
needed for plants and seeds came from our Parent-
Teacher Committee, who strongly supports more 
learning opportunities for students. The garden 
contains a variety of vegetables including heirloom 
tomatoes and a variety of in ground and above 
ground vegetables. Produce from the garden is used 
in cooking classes for student.

Education:
They have discovered that a school garden is a 

great way to bring a living science lab to their 
students, and provide them with hands-on learning 
opportunities. Their DCD (Developmental Cognitive 
Disorder) program uses the garden to learn about 
plant life cycles, root development, responsibility, the 
water cycle, bugs and their benefits, and helps to 
improve both gross motor and fine motor 
development. Each grade level has an assigned plot 
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to care for. This has proven to be a great way to 
involve higher numbers of students in gardening 
activities.

Student Involvement:
During the school year, different classrooms 

were involved in the planting, weeding, and 
harvesting of the produce. Families agreed to come 
regularly during the summer to weed and water their 
plots and harvest the produce. 

Supervision and Maintenance:
The school has created a “Calendar of Families” 

to care for the garden in the summer. Students in 
DCD and ASD  (Autism Spectrum Disorder) programs 
who attend extended day summer school are also 
able to spend time caring for the garden. During the 
school year, everyone is responsible for caring for the 
garden. Based on past history at Southgate, 
vandalism is not a major concern. 

Source of Funding/Assistance
Jeffers Foundation, Parent Teacher Committee and 
local garden center

Sustainability:
The school principal, staff and Tree Trust 

committee support the garden project. To keep this 
ongoing, students have learned how to harvest seeds 
from the plants and store them for the next season. 
By starting more plants from seeds each year, they 
feel they can make the garden more independent, so 
that they do not have to seek funds every year for 
sustainability. 

For more information contact:   
Jayme Lamers, Teacher

 jayme.lamers@austin.k12.mn.us
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