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General Information:
The goal of Hennepin Elementary School in 

establishing a garden was; (1) to promote healthy 
lives and minds by teaching students  the process by 
which their food is grown; (2) to create a greater 
understanding of how healthy foods affect student 
growth and development and (3) to connect 
students and families to the garden by attempting to 
grow some vegetables that are native to their 
families' country of origin.

Garden Site: 
The garden started in the parking lot adjacent 

to the school. Two parking spaces were used to set 
up a greenhouse and place moveable pots and 
crates. The garden focused on growing vegetables 
and creating a complete ecosystem to benefit the 
surrounding neighborhood and the beneficial 
pollinators that live here. The garden contains both 
plants that will grow over the whole season such as 
tomatoes, peppers, and pole beans, along with 
plants that are ready to harvest quickly in succession 
such as pea shoots, and radishes. With this 
combination of long-term growth and short-term 
reward the intent is to keep the garden interesting 

A classic school with limited open space. The fine art of 
container 
gardening.

Watering means
running a hose
half way around
the building.

A corner of the school parking lot was the
only available space. Jeffers garden grant 
money made the greenhouse possible. 

and accessible to students throughout the growing 
season.

Garden Product: 
The plan was to grow plants that are both 

native to Minnesota and to the home countries of 
the ethnically  diverse student population.  Students 
have the opportunity to observe a variety of plants 
from around the globe in an educational urban 
setting. Plant diversity is a useful teaching tool to 
help students understand the difference in growing 
seasons, and growing  conditions, in various locations 
around the world. 
Produce from the garden is served in the school salad 
bar during lunch. 

Education: 
The garden focuses on three major areas of 

education; health, science, and social studies. 
Minnesota State Standards were analyzed to find 
appropriate standards covered in biology to 
supplement what the current curriculum lacks in 
hands-on experiences. To address issues of student 
health; healthy eating  tips and information for 
students were shared during lunch clean-up time. 

nGarden located on school parking lot. Tied to state standards. Green house on site. Plants native to 
Minnesota and native to student families' country of origin. Produce served in school lunch program. 

Plants grown in moveable pots and crates.
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‘Reward’ stickers 
for working in the 
garden.



Student are exposed to the process of proposing, 
planning and developing a garden to teach students 
how to make changes and improvements to their 
own community.

Student Involvement:  
The garden is accessible for use by all 

students. Since part of the garden was located within 
a permanent greenhouse structure, it also served as 
a sensory break location for students who need a 
quiet space. Hennepin Elementary also offers 
summer school so students were able to experience 
the garden during both the regular school year and 
during the summer.
 
Supervision and Maintenance: 

The garden and greenhouse were placed in a 
semi-protected area on the parking lot far away from 
heavy car and foot traffic with a fence on two sides.  
The garden is cared for by the students, with 
volunteers in place to care for the garden between 
the end of school year and the beginning of summer 
school. To help protect the garden from vandalism, it 
was located in a well-lit area on the parking lot. 

Sources of Funds and Assistance: 
Jeffers grant money was used to fund part of 

the urban garden and greenhouse including 
necessary seeds, soil, tools and supplies. Additional 
separate grant funds were obtained to help purchase 
a greenhouse structure and other planting materials.

Sustainability: 
The garden started with three main staff 

members to develop the plan and purpose. They 
have received strong support from the staff and 
school administration and have also received long-
term support from the building landlord to move the 
garden to another, more desirable  location.

For more information contact:
Alex Gentz
agentz@hennepinelementary.org
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