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Noble Elementary School
2601 Noble Avenue
Golden Valley, MN 55422

General Information:
General Information:  Noble Elementary School 

is committed to providing the students with 21st 
century skills (STEM) that they will need in order to 
be successful in the future; skills like inquiry-based 
science and hands-on outdoor learning. Through the 
garden project students learn that they can care for 
their surroundings and the environment, and can 
grow healthy foods even with limited growing space. 
The garden gives students outdoor experiences that 
help them make real-world connections to their 
neighborhoods and communities. The goal is to 
provide learning experiences for students, families 
and staff.

Garden Site: 
Their garden is located adjacent to the school 

with a water supply near by. They have constructed 
three raised garden beds approximately two feet in 
height. The garden beds are unique in the fact that 
they have four sections of raised beds within one 
structure, which makes maintenance easier and 
makes access easier for students with disabilities.

Using gardening tools
is a first-time 
experience for 
many students.

Prefabricated components were used for the raised beds.

(above right)
Dozens of bags of garden soil had to be carried, 

opened and spread.

Watering by hand
involves more students 
and may actually be 
better for the garden.
Noble Elementary
uses Jeffers Journals
to track all of their 
science projects. 

Garden Product:  
They grow three vegetables in the gardens: 

corn, beans and baby pumpkins, the traditional 
Native American “Three Sisters Garden.”  The plan is 
for students to have the experience of growing and 
harvesting real food, while learning about the 
tradition and the agricultural engineering of Native 
Americans. The Three Sisters Garden is still used 
today by many America Indian nations. There is a 
school-wide breakfast and healthy snack program 
funded through other grant sources. The head cook is 
on-board with the plan and excited to use garden 
produce in the lunch program.

Education: 
Third and fourth grade students are involved in 

the following ways:
Third grade studies the structure and function 

of plants (vegetables) in alignment with state science 
standards. They also grow some plants from seed in 
the classrooms with grow lights.  In addition, 
language arts standards are incorporated through the 
use of reading and writing activities that focus on 
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Native Americans and their use of the “Three Sisters 
Garden” method.

Fourth grade explores the agriculture of 
different regions of the U.S., including the use of 
“Three Sisters Gardening”. When they start school in 
the fall, they harvest the beans and pumpkins, and 
clean up the garden beds for winter.

Student Involvement: 
Students are involved in the project during the 

spring and fall. In July and  August, the raised beds 
are part of the summer school program, including 
both academics and outdoor gardening. The summer 
students are involved with the upkeep and watering 
of plants for four weeks during the summer. 

Supervision and Maintenance:
 A staff member serves as the lead person in the 
gardening project, both during the school year and 
during the summer. Teachers also assist, via their 
grade level, with curriculum and standards 
implementation, as well as summer up-keep.

Sources of Funds and Assistance:
The Jeffers Foundation grant was used to pay 

for raised garden beds and the soil. There was also a 
grant from Lowe's and some funding from the MN 
Department of Agriculture. 

Sustainability: 
Support for this project is widespread.  Goals 

for raised bed gardening are:  be an annual science 
experience at Noble, involve families and community 
and make growing produce a self-sustaining 
economic activity producing colored varieties of corn 
and pumpkins for sale in the fall.

For more information contact:
Cindy LaVan
Cindy_lavan@rdale.org
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