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General Information:
Teachers and principal initiated the program at 
Raven Stream. The goals were to enhance the “Farm-
to-School” program and to help connect students 
with nature by creating a school garden and an 
outdoor learning lab.

Garden Site: 
The garden consists of six raised bed vegetable 
gardens, one for each grade level. The garden is 
located adjacent to the building with a new storage 
shed to store tools and equipment. The long-term 
plan is to add an element each year to expand the 
different student experiences that the garden 
provides such as flowers, a monarch garden and 
orchard trees in the years to come.  

Garden Product: 
The garden contains a mixture of plants that the 
students know and are comfortable with, and some 
that they experienced for the first time. Carrots, 
Spinach, tomatoes, and spring mix are the staples in 
the garden. These are plants that the students can 
watch grow, and will also see at the grocery store 

A country school-themed 
equipment shed is an eye-catcher

A new, 
permanent
fence is next
on the 
agenda
for the 
garden.

Sunflower seeds to cherry tomatoes 
and everything in between.

Each class is responsible for naming, planning 
and tending their own garden.

Experienced parents with tools
Activities for the kids

and on their tables at home.
While school is in session, they use the produce in 
the garden for sensory learning, experiments. Any 
produce harvested during the summer, is donated to 
the Peace Center Food Shelf. Some of the herbs and 
vegetables that were grown in the garden are also 
used in school lunches. 

Education: 
The staff incorporated the garden and outdoor 
classroom in to their lesson plans.  Staff members 
suggested everything from science experiments and 
discovery, to art projects involving the colors of the 
garden. Many ideas and plans to engage students in 
learning through nature were incorporated.  

Student Involvement: 
All 600+ students are involved in the garden. Each 
grade level has a large bed of which they were 
responsible for the care and maintenance.  During 
the summer months, the garden was cared for 
through an "Adopt the Garden" program that 
involved Raven Stream families. It gave the students 
another opportunity to showcase the knowledge and 
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Enhances Farm-to-School program Six raised garden beds Produce used in lunchroom and donated to 
food shelf Garden activities incorporated into lesson plans All grade levels involved Uses “Adopt the 
Garden” program for summer months Have a five-year plan for expansion Storage building on site

Thanks to arrangements 
made by Jeffer’s own 
Dar Fosse, Raven Stream
students will have 
a special connection to 
a school in Naples FL. 
They will compare 
garden notes.



experiences they had gained while working in the 
garden with their families.   

Supervision and Maintenance: 
During the school year the garden is cared for by a 
combination of students, staff and the Raven Stream 
Garden Committee.  These also worked with 
representatives from the New Prague Community 
Garden. Families signed up for a week during the 
summer to work on weeding, watering, and 
harvesting.  

Sources of Funds and Assistance: 
Raven Stream was the recipient of grant funds from 
SHIP (State Health Improvement Plan) and Jeffers 
Foundation, which were used to construct the raised 
beds, a small storage shed and an outdoor classroom 
seating area and to buy seeds/plants, fencing 
materials. 

Sustainability: 
The garden has support from teachers, Raven Stream 
parents, district administration, and the school 
board.  Plans going forward are to make this project 
ongoing by adding an element each year, for the next 
five years, and by continuing to explore new ways to 
use the garden as a teaching tool and outdoor 
classroom.

For more information contact:
Kim Franta
kfranta@np.k12.mn.us
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