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General Information:
The garden at Caledonia Elementary was designed 
to enhance the curriculum and to provide relevant 
experiences as they relate to state standards. It was 
also designed to show students where foods comes 
from and expose them to eating healthy, natural 
foods that they helped to grow. Their garden is 
coordinated by the Principal, their Food Services 
Director and the school garden committee.

Garden Site: 
The garden consists of six 4' by 8' raised beds, one 
for each grade level, and located adjacent to the 
elementary building. Raised beds were chosen to 
better meet the needs of the students with 
disabilities or special learning needs. There is a water 
source near the garden site.

Garden Product: 
Teachers and students chose the produce to be 
grown which included tomatoes, peppers, 
blueberries, carrots, melons and lettuce. Some seeds 
were started in the classroom in the spring. The food 
harvested was used in the school lunchroom, SAC 
program, and sold at the community farmer's 
market.

Planting day in new raised bed gardens.

The rich Caledonia soil grows 
some of the largest produce we’ve 
seen yet in a school garden.

Education: 
Staff chose to use the garden curriculum provided by 
the Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom 
Organization. They use this along with their themed 
units through “Understanding By Design” (UbD), a 
tool utilized for educational planning focused on 
"teaching for understanding") to involve all teachers 
and students in the learning and decision making 
process.

Student Involvement: 
Students were involved in the planting; initial 
weeding and design work in the spring. Throughout 
the summer, students from the SAC program and 
summer school programs are involved in caring for 
and maintaining the garden

Supervision and Maintenance: 
Supervision is a cooperative effort between leaders 
and teachers. The beds are very close to the school 
and located behind the building in a way that helps 
protect them.  Custodians at the school are also 
involved with supervision and upkeep.
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Caledonia students will be
comparing growing seasons
and crops with a partner
school in Naples FL.



Sources of Funds and Assistance: 
The Jeffers Foundation  grant was used to purchase 
dirt, seeds, and tools such as a hose, shovels, and 
hoes. A SHIP (School Health Improvement Program) 
grant was used to help pay for the wood used to 
build the raised garden beds. Funding received from 
an Annie's grant helped pay for additional beds for 
all grades. They plan to write additional grants for 
any upkeep costs in the future.

Sustainability:  
There is support from the school district, community, 
local master gardeners, and the agriculture teacher 
at the high school. A teacher from each grade level 
has expressed interest in helping to keep this project 
ongoing.

For more information contact:
Gina Meinertz
Gina_meinertz@cps.k12.mn.us
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