
AUGUST PHENOLOGY
Jim Gilbert’s Nature Notes
First week of August 
Garden tomatoes are ripening at a fast rate. 
Ragweeds, both common and great, with their 
green flowers begin shedding pollen into the air to 
be carried by the wind. Fields of blooming Canada 
goldenrod are becoming showy. Goldenrod does 
not cause hay fever as its pollen is heavy and sticky 
and carried on the sides of insects rather than 
through the air. Listen for the enchanting night sound 
of snowy tree crickets as they chirp with a shrill, 
tuneful, and persistent “chee, chee, chee,….” a sort 
of sleigh bell-like sound. If you count the number of 
chirps in 15 seconds and add 40, you will have the 
approximate air temperature in degrees Fahrenheit. 
At birdbaths look for house wrens, blue jays, 
Baltimore orioles, American robins, black-capped 
chickadees, and gray catbirds. Many come to drink, 
some to bathe. Soybean fields across the southern 
third of Minnesota have flowers and new pods.

Second week of August
Rudbeckia, phlox, Russian sage, and purple 
coneflower continue blooming with showy flowers in 
perennial gardens and attract many pollinators. When 
on a picnic or out in a boat, the fly that gives us the 
painful bites about our ankles is a stable fly, not a 
house fly. House flies have lapping mouth parts and 
so can’t bite, though they are infamous germ carriers. 
In south and central Minnesota, the wild cucumber 
is very conspicuous. This annual vine has vertical 
clusters of white blossoms, which grow up into trees 
and shrubs and on fences. 

August 11, 2007: 25th day that year that hit 90°F or 
above; the yearly normal is thirteen. Beekeepers had 
begun extracting honey. Migrating flocks of common 
nighthawks were seen over Castle Danger and Two 
Harbors.

Third week of August
Dahlias and many hostas are blooming nicely, along 
with showy annual flowers like petunias, salvias, 
cosmos, zinnias, and snapdragons. Ripe wild grapes 
offer a refreshing snack to hikers and at least a 
dozen bird species, including northern cardinals, 
gray catbirds, and ring-necked pheasants. Cultivated 
grapes are now ripening. Around August 18 each 
year, the number of ruby-throated hummingbirds 
increases in the Twin Cities and across much of 
southern Minnesota   — early migrants from the north. 
The best time to seed a lawn in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin is between August 15 and September 10.

Fourth week  
of August
Baltimore orioles 
and ruby-throated 
hummingbirds are 
numerous at sugar-
water feeders. 
Monarch butterflies 
are flying south, 
one-by-one, and 
in late afternoons 
and early evenings 
these migrants often 
cluster in numbers 
on southeast sides 
of certain trees. 
European mountain 
ash tree fruit is bright 
orange. Beacon, Paula 
Red, and Wealthy 
apples are ripe. 
Beekeepers continue 
taking off honey. Both 
black field and snowy 
tree crickets, plus black-horned tree and Carolina 
ground crickets, join katydids to fill the night air with 
their special late summer sounds. In the last few 
years there have been exceptional shorebird and 
songbird migrations in the Duluth area during the last 
few days of August.

August 22, 2019: First-of-the-year giant puffballs 
seen. Fields of corn and soybeans looked good as 
they were growing to maturity. Warbler migration had 
started, and barn swallows lined up on utility wires in 
family groups, staging for migration.

LOOK FOR...

First common ragweed 
shedding pollen

2019 August 3
2018 August 3 
2017 August 4 
2016 July 31
2015 August 1
2014 August 7
2013 August 4
2012 July 18
2011 August 3
2010 August 3

TERRY BUTLER | EARLY MORNING AT GOOSEBERRY FALLS | TWO HARBORS, MN

Weatherguides at the Minnesota State Fair
Get your best deal of the year on Weatherguides at the 
Minnesota State Fair! Stop by our booth at the KARE 11 
Barn (across from the DNR Park) for a Buy-One, Get-
One-Half-Off Deal. You might also get your calendar 
signed by famed naturalist Jim Gilbert, or your favorite 
KARE 11 meteorologist.

Here are some fun facts about weather at the State Fair:
• Hottest temp: 104°F, September 10, 1931
• Hottest Fair average temp: 92.6°F, 1931 
• Coldest high temp: 52°F, September 7, 1911
• Coldest low temp: 33°F, September 13, 1890
• Coldest Fair average temp: 64.2°F, 1898
• Wettest Fair: 9.48” of rain, 1977
• Driest Fair: .02” of rain, 2003

See more State Fair weather facts at dnr.state.mn.us/
climate/journal/state_fair_weather.html.

The Red Lake River meanders across the floor of what was once glacial Lake 
Agassiz. Clay soils that developed in the lake sediment require drainage and 
patience; for the frost to go, the fields to dry, and wind to stop blowing soil. 
Farmers recognize how their actions impact water and have installed buffer 
strips to trap sediment and nutrients, and protect riverbanks. 

MARK FREDERICKSON | RED LAKE RIVER | POLK COUNTY, MN
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GARDENING TIPS 
w Do not apply pesticides. 

During the summer heat, 
avoid using pesticides in 
your garden.

w Raise the blade. Set your 
lawn mower blade at 
3-3½ inches for optimal 
lawn health.

w Check for grubs. Dead 
patches of grass may 
signal grub activity. 
Apply nematodes or 
Milky Spore.

Robber fly (Asilidae)
Robber flies are among the few insects that catch their prey in midair 
flight. They are known for their two big compound eyes, and six strong 
legs armed with spines that help them grab food. They no doubt get 
their common name from the ferocious way they snatch prey in flight, 
and how they look like robbers with their fuzzy face masks. There are 
over 850 species of robber flies just in North America. Most are less than 
an inch long, prefer open sunny habitats, and are considered beneficial 
by gardeners and farmers as they have big appetites for other insects 
such as beetles, leafhoppers, mosquitoes, and grasshoppers. Robber 
flies do not sting but can bite, so should be approached with care.JEANETTE MAYO | ROBBER FLY ON LIATRIS | NERSTRAND, MN
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The “dog days” of summer… and 
arguably the nicest month of weather! 
Severe weather is winding down, 
temperature highs are beginning 
to decline into the 70s F, sunshine is abundant, and lakes 
are finally reaching peak temperature. But being the last 
month of summer, days are quickly shortening and fall is 
fast approaching. We’ll lose two to three minutes of daylight 
each day, and will end the month with an average high of 
78°F. With an average of four inches of rain, this is a great 
month for gardeners who are harvesting the fruits of their 
labors. Don’t forget “National Sneak Some Zucchini on Your 
Neighbor’s Porch Day” on the 8th! 
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Morning sky
Growing farther apart, by the end of 
the month Saturn sets at 4:00 am while 
Jupiter now sets a full 90 minutes later. 
Once they are out of the sky, the only 
planets remaining are the ice giants Uranus and Neptune, which are 
beyond our naked-eye vision. The bright stars of winter are now moving 
into the southeast morning sky. 

Evening sky
Reaching Superior Conjunction at the start of the month, Mercury climbs 
into the evening sky, making an extremely close pass of Mars on 8/18. 
Venus gets a visit from a slim crescent Moon on 8/10. Though it continues 
to get lower in the sky, it actually moves more laterally to the south. Saturn 
reaches Opposition on 8/2 (rising opposite the Sun) and now is visible all 
night. Jupiter follows just a few weeks later on 8/19, getting a visit from the 
Moon on 8/20 and 8/21.

Highlights
Something interesting happens with 
Venus this month. As it moves away 
from the Sun in the sky, its orbital 
path flattens out relative to our 
horizon and actually moves lower in 
the sky. The orbits of the planets in 
our solar system lie mostly within the 
same plane, stretching out from the 
equator of the Sun. Because of our 
position on the Earth (45°N latitude) 
and the tilt of the Earth's axis (23.5°), 
this plane makes an angle to our 
horizon, which changes as the Earth moves in its orbit. That angle at 
sunset is low during August, September, and October, and high during 
February, March, and April. So even though Venus will be far from the 
Sun in the sky, right now it is hard to find and quick to set.

SPECIES OF THE MONTH
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