
JUNE PHENOLOGY
Jim Gilbert’s Nature Notes
First week of June  
June is typically the peak severe weather month, with 
much rain. Temperatures above 95°F could occur on 
any date over most of Minnesota. Watch for turtles! 
Several species of female turtles are leaving wetlands, 
lakes, and ponds, and crossing roads in search of 
proper places on land to dig holes in which to lay 
their eggs. As much as three months or more pass 
before the eggs hatch. Large, mint-green colored 
luna moths are on the wing. In central and northern 
Minnesota, baby common loons are hatching and 
some are riding on the backs of their parents, who 
catch fish and floating insects for them.

Second week of June
Warbling vireos, house wrens, mourning doves, and 
eastern bluebirds are some of the birds singing a 
chorus of music on a June morning. Trumpeter swan 
pairs are swimming with their newly hatched cygnets. 
Juvenile red squirrels are out and about. In the 
Lutsen/Grand Marais area, bunchberry and starflower 
are blooming nicely, Canada tiger swallowtail 
butterflies are on the wing, and both common purple 
lilacs and crabapple trees display showy flowers.

June 7, 2019: First 90°F day of the year. Tiny monarch 
caterpillars were found on milkweed leaves. Early 
sweet corn plants were up 6 to 12 inches.

Third week of June
Seed pods of female eastern cottonwood trees are 
bursting and their minute, white, silky-haired seeds 
are falling, reminding us of the thistle and milkweed 
down of late summer and fall. Honey bees are visiting 
white Dutch clover flowers in our lawns. White water-
lilies have radiant flowers. Adult Canada geese are 
losing their flight feathers and soon will be grounded. 
Baby raccoons, skunks, deer, cottontail rabbits, 
chipmunks, and gophers are out wandering around. 
They are not orphaned young; their parents are 
probably hiding from you as they are more cautious.

June 17, 2019: First garden strawberries ripened. 
Japanese tree-lilacs began blooming. First deer flies 
appeared.

Fourth week of June 
Almost an hour before sunrise birds begin to sing, 
starting with American robins. The first monarch 
butterflies of the new generation, since arriving in 
Minnesota, are on the wing. Red mulberry trees have 
ripening fruit that both birds and humans relish. 
Along the North Shore of Lake Superior the wild 

lupine, a native species 
of the western states, 
is blooming and lining 
the roadsides in a 
dazzling display of 
purple, blue, and pink.

June 24, 2019: Lawns 
were lush green. The 
University of Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum 
garden rose collection 
was at bloom peak and 
very colorful, and the 
showy pink and white 
lady’s-slipper, our 
state flower, was also 
blooming nicely.

Fifth week of June 
Gardeners are 
harvesting peas, 
broccoli, cauliflower, 
beets, carrots, and 
raspberries. Farmers 
are cutting their 
second crop of alfalfa. 
Waterfowl are mostly all in a flightless condition while 
molting their flight feathers. Purple martins are busy 
feeding young nestlings. Wild turkey hens are out 
with their small young poults. On summer evenings, 
watch for common nighthawks flying, calling, and 
feeding over cities and small towns. They nest on 
rooftops. By 9:40 pm, nearly all chimney swifts are 
in their chimney roosts. Fireflies, also called lightning 
bugs, give a special magic to warm summer nights. 
It’s the peak time to see these specks of life in both 
northern and southern Minnesota, over marshes and 
grassy ditches not far from woodlands. 

June 30, 2014: Corn was up about six feet, soybeans 
up a foot, and spring wheat looked golden-brown. 

LOOK FOR...

Garden roses at  
June peak of bloom 
(U of Minn. Landscape 
Arboretum)

2019 June 24
2018 June 19 
2017 June 23 
2016 June 20
2015 June 24
2014 June 25
2013 June 27
2012 June 15
2011 June 26
2010 June 20

MIKE PATTEN | LUPINES | VOYAGEURS NATIONAL PARK IN MINNESOTA

You can improve the health of our water
The Master Water Stewards (MWS) certification 
program offers a great opportunity for you to join a 
local network of energized volunteer leaders and tackle 
water issues in your community. Recently, Freshwater 
has expanded the scope of the MWS program, with 
options for more inclusive and diverse participation.

 Artists: Bringing artistic talent to community 
engagement around water issues has opened up a 
new and vibrant way for citizens to learn about and 
act on protecting water. 

 Targeted training in Greater Minnesota: Community 
needs around water vary by geography. Freshwater 
brings a focused curriculum to specific regions and 
offers intensive training that meets local needs.

Learn more at masterwaterstewards.org.

Warblers are small, active birds that often hide in foliage, going unnoticed by 
many people. Most experienced birders love the warblers and look forward 
to their spring arrival as one of the highlights of the year. From early May 
into June, up to 32 warbler species are active around the state. Most warblers 
winter in the tropics, from Mexico and the Caribbean to South America. 

PAUL KAMMEN | GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER | MCGREGOR, MN
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Morning sky
Mercury reaches Inferior 
Conjunction on 6/10, passing 
the Sun and climbing into the 
morning sky. On 6/20, Jupiter 
halts its eastward motion and joins Saturn in retrograde, back into the 
stars of Aquarius. By the end of the month, both Saturn and Jupiter 
leave the morning sky, rising before midnight, with Saturn at 11:00 pm 
and Jupiter 50 minutes later.  

Evening sky
Venus continues to climb higher into the evening sky, with a visit from 
the Moon on 6/12. Dusk comes late in the summertime, and when it 
does arrive, look for Mars to make a straight line with the Gemini twins 
of Castor and Pollux. With a visit from the Moon on 6/13, Mars passes 
through the Beehive Cluster on 6/23, and then begins to get lost in the 
Sun's glare. 

Highlights
On 6/10, an annular eclipse will be 
visible across Canada, Greenland, and 
northern Russia. During an annular 
eclipse, the Moon still blocks the Sun, 
but it is farther from the Earth and 
therefore smaller in the sky. Thus, it 
is no longer large enough to cover 
the Sun, leaving a thin ring of the 
solar surface visible around the Moon 
during maximum eclipse. This ring 
(or annulus) is what gives this eclipse 
type its name. Though we will not see 
maximum, we will witness a partial eclipse in progress at sunrise. The 
Sun will rise in the northeast at 5:26 am CDT and the partial phase will 
end just 21 minutes later at 5:47 am CDT. 

PLEASE NOTE: Never look at the Sun without certified eclipse glasses.
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GARDENING TIPS 
w Deadhead. Remove spent 

blooms from early flowering 
shrubs to encourage faster 
rebloom.

w Feed annuals. Approximately 
once a month, fertilize annuals 
for good bloom production.

w Fertilize vegetables. Fertilize 
vegetable gardens every few 
weeks with an organic slow-
release fertilizer.

Bluet damselfly (Enallagma civile) 
The bluet damselfly is a common insect, native to much of the United 
States and southern Canada. Being the brightest of blue damselflies 
makes them easy to spot as they dart from plant to plant, looking for 
smaller insects to eat. Bluets stay in or near tall grassy areas because 
they are preyed upon by larger damselflies, dragonflies, other insects, 
and birds. To find bluets, walk slowly through tall grasses near the edge 
of a pond or small lake. Your movement will startle them into flying, but 
usually only a foot or so before they find another perch. Like all members 
of the order Odonata (dragonflies and damselflies), they watch for other 
flying insects on which to prey. Damselflies hold their wings over their 
backs when resting, unlike dragonflies that hold their wings flat.KAY CHRISTIANSON | DAMSELFLY | PARK RAPIDS, MN
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Summer is finally here! It’s months like 
these that make the harsh Minnesotan 
winters worth it. Summer officially 
starts on June 21, the summer solstice, 
when the earth is tilted at its furthest angle towards the sun. 
While the sun’s strength is strongest during this month, it 
is interestingly the coolest of the summer months. This is 
because of “seasonal lag.” It takes the atmosphere a while 
to catch up to the increased energy from the sun, similar to 
how it takes lakes a while to warm up. Seasonal lag explains 
why our June average temperature is 78°F while the August 
average is 80°F.

Though our temperatures don’t quite reflect the increase 
in solar energy, our severe weather certainly does! June is 
generally the most active severe weather month, making it 
also one of the wettest months of the year with an average 
of over four inches of rain. Thunderstorms account for about 
seventy percent of our growing season precipitation, an 
absolutely necessary source of water for lakes, rivers, forests, 
and agriculture.
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SPECIES OF THE MONTH

Your hosts of “Grow with KARE” 
Fridays 6 pm, Saturdays 9 am

Belinda Jensen
Chief Meteorologist

Bobby Jensen
Gardening Expert

Laura Betker
Meteorologist

Find more gardening tips:  
kare11.com/grow

Ben Dery
@BenDeryKARE11

Meteorologist
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