
 
 
Title: Building an Ecosystem 
 
Objective:  Identify and understand the parts of  an ecosystem  

Time: 10 minutes 

Materials Needed: None 

Directions: 
1. Start with the source of all energy, the sun.  Choose one student to represent the sun. This person will stand in the 

middle with their arms up in the air and chant: “Radiate! Radiate! Radiate!” They are now in the center of the circle.   
2. Representing Water - Add three or four students to stand around the sun in a circle.  These students chant: “Splish! 

Splash!” while holding their arms above their head and move their hands back and forth mimicking water flow.  
3. Representing Air - Add three or four more students to circle the water layer.  These students chant: “Wish! Whoosh!” 

while bobbing up and down mimicking air flow.  
4. Representing Soil and the Nutrients and Minerals it contains - Add three or four more students to surround the 

water and air/oxygen layers. These students chant: “Soil is Super!” while sitting down mimicking the soil layer. 
5. Representing Producers (plants) – Add three or four more students to circle the water, air/oxygen and soil layers.  

These students will chant: “Grow! Grow! Grow!” representing what they do with the elements they surround.   
6. Representing Consumers – Add two or three students to circle all the other layers.  These students will chant: 

“Munch! Munch! Munch!” representing the eating of the producers.   
7. Representing Decomposers – Add the rest of the students to circle all the other layers.  These students will chant: 

“Rot! Rot! Rot!” since the consumers and producers would die if there were no decomposers.   
8. Now, build the ecosystem starting with the Sun and having the rest of the parts chime in one by one.   
9. You could have the students revolve around the sun as they make their sound.       

Discussion Questions: 
1. What are real examples of consumers?  Decomposers?  Producers? 
2. What would happen if we did not have all the parts of the ecosystem?  

Activity 
Suggested Season:  Any  
Suggested Grade Level: 3-5 
Indoors or Outdoors:  Outdoors  
Theme:  Ecosystems 
Topic:  Parts of an Ecosystem 
 



                                                                                                                 Created by Kim Pothen, 2010, ISD #719 

Standards Addressed: 
Science: 0.4.2.1.1.; 1.1.3.1.1.; 2.4.1.1.1.; 2.4.2.1.1.; 2.4.3.1.1.; 5.4.2.1.1.; 5.4.2.1.2.; 6.1.3.1.1. 
Language Arts: K.I.B.; K.II.B.; K.III.A.; 1.III.A.; 1.III.B.1.; 2.III.A.; 3.I.B.1.; 3.III.A.1.; 3.III.A.2.; 3.III.A.3.; 4.I.B.1.; 4.III.A.  
Math: 
Social Studies: 
 

Background Information: 
• Ecosystem: is a natural unit consisting of all plants, animals and micro-organisms in an area functioning together 

with all of the non-living physical factors of the environment. 

• Producers:  Plants are called producers. This is because they produce their own food. They do this by using light 
energy from the sun, carbon dioxide from the air and water from the soil to produce food in the form of 
glucose/sugar. 

• Consumers: the organisms that obtain nutrients from other organisms.  Animals are consumers.  There are 3 types 
of consumers: carnivores, herbivores, and omnivores.   

• Decomposers: are organisms of decay.  They break down the remains of dead animals and plants, releasing the 
substances that can be used by other members of the ecosystem.  Examples are bacteria and fungi.   

 

Additional Resources: 
• http://www.geography4kids.com/files/land_foodchain.html 

In this website terms and relationships are defined and explained. 

• http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/ 
This website includes games, activities, quizzes and articles for kids. 

 

Correlates with: 
Greeting – Good Morning Ecosystem 
News and Announcements – Identifying Parts of an Ecosystem 


