
 
Title: Four Spheres 
 
Objective: Review and understand the four spheres of the earth and the 
components of each 

Time: 10 minutes 

Materials Needed: Paper; markers; tape 

 
Directions: 
1. Label 4 sheets of paper with the (4 )spheres of the earth, “atmosphere, lithosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere” and 

tape one sheet in each of the four corners of the classroom.   
2. Students choose a sphere in a corner of the classroom to stand in.  There should be some students in each sphere. 
3. The teacher calls out something from one of the spheres.  You can use items from the News and Announcements 

board or your own list. Choose a fair way to decide which category to call from like rolling a dice or pulling a slip of 
paper or stick with the spheres written on them from a hat or cup.  For example, the teacher might pull the category 
hydrosphere and say, “ocean.”  Use the information from Background Information to help. 

4. Students in the sphere that the item belongs to sit down.  In the above example all of the students standing in the 
hydrosphere corner would sit down.   

5. The remaining students redistribute themselves among the spheres and the teacher calls another item.  Students 
continue to be eliminated in this manner until only one remains. 

 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Which items were most difficult to figure out which sphere they belong to? 
2. Are there any items that fit into more than one sphere? 
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Activity 
Suggested Season: Any 
Suggested Grade Level: 3-5 
Indoors or Outdoors: Either 
Theme: Earth  
Topic: Spheres of the Earth 



Standards Addressed: 
Science:  4.3.2.3.1. 
Language Arts: K.I.B.; K.II.B.; K.III.A.; 1.I.A.1.; 1.III.A,; 1.III.B.1.; 2.III.A.; 3.I.B.4.; 4.I.B.4-5.; 5.I.B.2.; 5.III.A.1-2. ; 
5.III.A.1. 
Math: 
Social Studies: 4-8.V.C.; 4-8.V.D. 
 

Background Information: 
Atmos-: air           lithos-: rock          hydro-:  water         bio-: life         +sphere: relating to the earth, globe, planet. 
 

• Atmosphere:  air, gasses (oxygen, nitrogen, carbon dioxide, water vapor) 

• Lithosphere:  crust of the earth made up of the continental and oceanic plates (land, mountains, valleys, 
volcanoes, earthquakes, soil, rocks, etc.) 

• Hydrosphere: water (oceans, seas, ice caps, ground water, surface water, water vapor, etc.) 

• Biosphere: life (plants, animals, all organic matter including decomposing plants and animals) 
 
 

Additional Resources:  
• http://www.cotf.edu/ete/modules/k4/online/Eonline1.html 

Earth system cards online matching game 
 

• http://www.classzone.com/books/earth_science/terc/content/investigations/es0103/es0103page02.cfm 
Earth spheres 

 

Correlates with: 
Greeting– Spheres of the Earth Greeting 
News and Announcements – Spheres of the Earth 


