
 
Title: Never Eat Soggy Waffles 
 
Objective: Become familiar with the cardinal directions 

Time: 5-7 minutes 

Materials Needed: Large open area; note cards with cardinal 
directions on them (N, S, E, W); for older students include intermediate 
points (NE, SE, SW, NW)   
 

Directions: 
1. Post cardinal and/or intermediate points in appropriate position in a circle similar to a compass in the classroom or 

outside.   
2. Invite one student to be in the center of the compass and have them close their eyes and count to 10.  While he/she is 

counting the rest of the students walk to one of the cardinal/intermediate points and stand there.  When the person 
in the middle reaches 10, he/she names a cardinal point without opening his/her eyes.  Whoever is standing at that 
cardinal point must sit down and is out of the game for that round. 

3. The person in the middle counts to 10 again and everyone moves to a new cardinal point.  The game is repeated until 
one person is left standing.  This person goes to the center for a new game. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Why is it important to know directions? 
2. In what ways do we use cardinal points every day? 
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Activity 
Suggested Season: Any  
Suggested Grade Level: 3-5 
Indoors or Outdoors: Either 
Theme: Orienteering 
Topic: Cardinal Directions 
 



Standards Addressed: 
Science: 
Language Arts: K.I.B.; K.II.B.; K.III.A.; 1.III.B.1.; 2.III.A. 
Math: 
Social Studies: K3.V.A.1; 3.I.A.; 4.I.A 
 

Background Information: 
• The four cardinal directions or cardinal points are North (N), South(S), East (E) and West (W).   

• Intermediate points are the points in between the four cardinal points, Northeast (NE), Southeast (SE), Southwest 
(SW) and Northwest (NW).  

• On a map, North is usually at the top of the map, South at the bottom, East to the right and West to the left. 

 
Additional Resources: 
• Up North and Down South: Using Map Directions by Doreen Gonzales 

• http://www.mrnussbaum.com/newscity2.htm 
Go to this website to play a pizza delivery game based on the cardinal directions. 

 

Correlates with: 
Greeting — North, South, East or West, My Classroom Friends are the Best 
News and Announcements —  My Desk is Located… 
 


