
 
Title: Simile Animal Match Up  
 
Objective: Create similes; match animal characteristics   

Time: 5-8 minutes 

Materials Needed: Simile Animal Match Cards                                    
(Blackline master on CD) 
 

Directions: 
1. Review what a simile is to the students. 
2. Give an example using the Simile Animal Match Cards as a reference. 
3. With the students standing in a circle, place the cards upside down in the middle of the circle.   
4. One at a time, have the students go into the middle of the circle and take a card, not showing the other students what 

their card says.   
5. Once everyone in the class has a card, explain to the students that some of them have the beginning of a simile and 

some have the ending, which is the animal.  Tell the students that if they have the beginning of the simile card, they 
must find someone in the class with an animal card that would correctly complete their simile.  For example, if a 
student has the card, Sally runs like a…, that student would need to find someone with an animal that would 
complete that sentence, like a deer.  

6. Have students go around trying to make a complete simile.  Once they find a match, they should stand together. 
7. Once everyone has a match, have the students share their complete similes.  For some who made a mistake, talk 

about their simile and why it does not make sense and what would have been a better choice to complete their simile. 
 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What did you have to think about while you were trying to find a match? 
2. Can you think of any other similes that use animals that we did not talk about?  Share.   
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Activity 
Suggested Season: Any 
Suggested Grade Level: 3-5  
Indoors or Outdoors: Either 
Theme: Animal Characteristics 
Topic: Similes 



Standards Addressed: 
Science: 3.4.1.1.2. ; 3.4.3.2.1; 3.4.3.2.2. 
Language Arts: K.I.B.; K.III.A.; K.II.B.; 1.III.A.; 1.III.B.; 2.III.A.; 3.I.D.6.; 4.1.D.7.; 5.I.B.; 5.1.D.7. 
Math: 
Social Studies: 
 
 

Background Information: 
• Simile:  A simile is a figure of speech in which two basically unlike  things are compared , usually with the words 

“like” or “as”. 
 

• Examples:   
Johnny runs like a deer. 
She slept like a log. 

 
 

Additional Resources: 
• It Figures!: Fun Figures of Speech by Marvin Terban 

• Quick As a Cricket by Audrey Wood 
 
 

Correlates with: 
Greeting – Simile Greeting 
News and Announcements – Complete the Simile   
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Suzie runs like a … 

 

 

DEER 

 

 

Brave as a … 

 

 

LION 

 

 

Sly as a … 

 

 

FOX 

 

 

Blind as a … 

 

 

BAT 

 

 

Wise as an … 

 

 

OWL 

 

 

Quiet as a … 

 

 

MOUSE 
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Noisy as a herd of … 

 

 

ELEPHANTS 

 

 

Graceful as a … 

 

 

SWAN 

 

 

He ate like a … 

 

 

PIG 

 

 

She was as hungry   

as a … 

 

HIPPO 

 

 

She was as sick  

as a … 

 

DOG 

 

 

He was as strong  

as a … 

 

HORSE 
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My friend swims  

like a … 

 

FISH 

 

 

The teacher had eyes 

like a … 

 

HAWK 

 

 

The baby crawled as 

slow as a … 

 

TURTLE 

 

 

Fred was as busy  

as a … 

 

BEE 

 

 

Brave as a … 

 

 

LION 

 

 

My dad was as mad 

as a … 

 

BEAR 
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She was as healthy  

as a … 

 

HORSE 

 

 

Sally was as proud  

as a … 

 

PEACOCK 

 

 

He walks like a … 

 

 

DUCK 

 

 

She was as stubborn 

as a … 

 

MULE 

 

 

It was as slippery as 

an … 

 

EEL 

 

 

My computer was as 

slow as a … 

 

SNAIL 

 



Simile Animal Match Cards for Activity – Simile Animal Match Up 
Created by Kim Pothen, 2010, ISD #719 

 
 

 

She ate like a … 

 

 

BIRD 

 
 


