
 
Title: The Water Cycle Dance 
Objective: Practice the cyclical journey of water using the game Rock, 
Paper, Scissors 

Time: 10 minutes or less 

Materials Needed: Chart paper with water cycle and related motion 
listed example: surface water-crawling 
 

Directions: 
1. Students will move from one stage of the water cycle to the next playing Rock, Paper, Scissors. 
2. Teach the signs for the different stages of the water cycle beginning with surface water (squatting or crawling on the 

ground), evaporation (wiggling fingers up into the air), condensation (arms overhead in a circle to represent a 
cloud), precipitation (wiggling fingers down from the cloud to represent rain, snow, sleet, hail).   

3. The progression through the water cycle is surface water to evaporation to condensation to precipitation to surface 
water and then it repeats.     

4. Everyone begins as surface water and squats or crawls on the ground representing a lake or river.  Each student will 
approach another student and play a round of Rock, Paper, Scissors.  The winner of that round will move on to 
evaporation by wiggling their fingers up into the air.  The student that lost remains as surface water and finds 
another person who is surface water to play again. 

5. Students who advanced to evaporation can only play Rock, Paper, Scissors with someone who is also in the 
evaporation stage.  The winner advances to condensation and then to precipitation and then to surface water only 
playing Rock, Paper, Scissors with someone who is in the same stage.  The game cycles through until it is called to a 
stop.   

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Who made it through the water cycle more than once?  Twice?   
2. Did anyone get stuck in a particular stage of the water cycle?   
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Activity 
Suggested Season: Any 
Suggested Grade Level: 3-5 
Indoors or Outdoors: Either 
Theme: Water 
Topic: Water Cycle 
 

 



Standards Addressed: 
Science: 4.2.1.2.1.; 4.2.1.2.2.; 4.3.2.3.1.; 6.2.1.2.3.; 8.3.2.3.1. 
Language Arts: K.I.B.; K.III.B.; 1.III.A.; 1.III.B.1.; 2.III.A.; 3.I.B.1.; 3.III.A.2. ; 3.III.A.3. ; 4.I.B.1. 
Math: 
Social Studies: 
 

Background Information: 
• Sources of water:  oceans, ponds, streams, rivers, lakes, wetlands, groundwater, glaciers, ice, 

snow, etc. 

• Evaporation:  water rising in the air as vapor 

• Condensation:  water vapor collecting to form clouds. 

• Precipitation:  water returns to earth in the form of rain, snow, sleet, or hail. 
 
 

Additional Resources: 
• http://www.enchantedlearning.com/rt/weather/watercycle.shtml 

This website includes a Reader’s Theater script titled Water Cycle Adventure. 

• http://www.epa.gov/OGWDW/kids/flash/flash_matching.html 
This website includes an interactive matching game based on the Water Cycle.  

 
 
Correlates with: 
Greeting – Hello Precipitation 
News and Announcements – Drawing a Water Cycle 


