Title: Weather Watchers -
Activity
. . Suggested Season: Any
Objective: Observe weather trends; make predictions; create graphs Suggested Grade Level: K-2
with data Indoors or Outdoors: Indoors
Time: The first time each month will take 7-10 minutes. Every day after | Theme: Weather
that, only 1-2 minutes is necessary. Topic: Cloud Identification, Observing Season
Materials Needed: Weather Watcher Chart (Blackline master on Change
CD); markers

Directions for first day of each month:

1. Introduce new calendar to students.

2. Review the Freshwater Society Weatherguide Environment™ Calendar or other resources to examine typical
weather patterns or trends for the month.

3. Make predictions of how many days will occur for each weather occurrence. Example: How many clear days do you
think we will have this month? Write prediction in corresponding weather occurrence box.

4. Post calendar in a spot where all students can see.

Directions for each day:

1. Go through each weather occurrence asking the students if it is occurring for that day. If so, have a student color in a
square to create a bar graph next to the corresponding weather occurrence box.

Directions for the end of the month:

1. Count the colored squares for each weather occurrence and write the number in the correct box.

2. Compare and contrast the predicted number with the actual number for each weather occurrence.

Discussion Questions:

1. As students make predictions, ask if their predictions are realistic. Discuss what this means.

2. Look at patterns and trends.

Created by Cara Rieckenberg and LeAnn Weikle, 2010, ISD #719



Standards Addressed:

Science: 0.3.2.2.1.; 2.1.1.2.1.; 2.3.2.2.1.; 3.1.1.2.3.; 3.1.3.2.1.; 5.1.3.4.1.; 5.1.3.4.2.; 6.1.3.4.1.; 8.3.2.2.3.
Language Arts: K.I.B.; K.IL.B.; K.IIT.A.; 1.III.A.; 1.I11.B.1.; 2.1T1.A.; 3.1I1.A.2.

Math: 3.4.1.1

Social Studies:

Background Information:

e Cirrus Clouds are located high in the sky and look as though someone took a paint brush and made light wisps
across the sky.

¢ Cumulus Clouds are located middle to low in the sky and are big, white and pufty.

e Stratus Clouds are located low in the sky and blanket the sky blocking out the blue sky and sun at times.

Additional Resources:

Clouds by Marion Dane Bauer

Peterson First Guide to Clouds and Weather by John A. Day, Vincent J. Schaefer, and Roger Tory Peterson
Cloud Dance by Thomas Locker

The Cloud Book by Tomie dePaola

Correlates with:
Greeting — Good Morning Cirrus
News and Announcements — Cloud Drawing



Prediction

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Actual

Partly Cloudy

v

Overcast

Weather Watchers Chart for Activity — Weather Watchers
Created by LeAnn Weikle and Cara Rieckenberg, 2010, ISD #719


http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.fotosearch.com/bthumb/UNC/UNC161/u19063007.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fotosearch.com/valueclips-clip-art/weather-symbols/UNC161/&h=170&w=170&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&um=1&usg=__WH0V48Ig57IvZIhADAVqkWfWPqU=&tbnid=3iRuHyg1dwjuBM:&tbnh=99&tbnw=99&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dsunny%2Bclip%2Bart%26ndsp%3D18%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.daughterofhope.com/uploaded_images/spring_clipart_rain-726645.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.daughterofhope.com/labels/family.html&h=200&w=170&sz=5&hl=en&start=1&um=1&usg=__8pWjs2k3PIiVtLOydCUTddE3Fxk=&tbnid=mL1gVi7Sx4QQvM:&tbnh=104&tbnw=88&prev=/images%3Fq%3Drain%2Bclip%2Bart%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cksinfo.com/clipart/nature/weather/wind/windy-5.png&imgrefurl=http://www.cksinfo.com/nature/weather/wind/index.html&h=351&w=404&sz=32&hl=en&start=33&um=1&usg=__hLotb_LqamTqryKc-_i7GyDyvuY=&tbnid=7DT4xuExjgt6yM:&tbnh=108&tbnw=124&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dwind%2Bclip%2Bart%26start%3D18%26ndsp%3D18%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.freeprintablecoloringpages.net/samples/Weather/Snowflake.png&imgrefurl=http://www.freeprintablecoloringpages.net/showcover/Weather/Snowflake&h=300&w=300&sz=9&tbnid=pMgOZI3mSokJ::&tbnh=116&tbnw=116&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dsnowflake&usg=__GvQtFWfjg5NiwnOEwkRuK29H0II=&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=4&ct=image&cd=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.free-graphics.com/clipart/Weather/partly_sunny02.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.free-graphics.com/clipart/Weather/partly_sunny02.shtml&h=415&w=654&sz=24&hl=en&start=14&um=1&usg=__-lG4R0gjpdLmCvw4FFsV5Muye0k=&tbnid=lEYP9hlFdzL0xM:&tbnh=88&tbnw=138&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dweather%2Bclip%2Bart%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.freefoto.com/images/9907/03/9907_03_19---Grey-overcast-sky_web.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.freefoto.com/preview/9907-03-19%3Fffid%3D9907-03-19&h=402&w=600&sz=40&hl=en&start=2&um=1&usg=__HMuarqBqMAO6VnJDkAHgT91JrNE=&tbnid=wJGlYUthxu7pfM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=135&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dovercast%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://wwwdelivery.superstock.com/WI/223/1760/PreviewComp/SuperStock_1760-2738.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.superstock.com/stock-photos-images/1760-2738&h=233&w=350&sz=48&hl=en&start=33&um=1&usg=__VB_-pKVqxCRe3w4AKce6hnwBy2w=&tbnid=Dlk0PaW0Z1f5hM:&tbnh=80&tbnw=120&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcirrus%2Bclip%2Bart%26start%3D18%26ndsp%3D18%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.acclaimimages.com/_gallery/_images_n300/0037-0408-1618-5126_photo_dramatic_cumulus_clouds.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.acclaimimages.com/_gallery/_pages/0037-0408-1618-5126.html&h=235&w=300&sz=10&hl=en&start=6&um=1&usg=__J_neja5esLqpfCWSW9kkaNB0S2k=&tbnid=4GNpDPzUWv8uRM:&tbnh=91&tbnw=116&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcumulus%2Bclip%2Bart%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.uwsp.edu/geo/faculty/ritter/images/atmosphere/clouds/stratus_NOAA_wea02047.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.uwsp.edu/geo/faculty/ritter/geog101/textbook/atmospheric_moisture/clouds_3.html&h=345&w=525&sz=41&hl=en&start=2&um=1&usg=__jG78QQHO0-yURrB1qACqCTlFm3w=&tbnid=zOhRqQv-dYfiOM:&tbnh=87&tbnw=132&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dstratus%2Bclouds%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den

