Greeting

Suggested Season: Any
Suggested Grade Level: K-2
Objective: Reinforce knowledge of traits of frogs and toads Indoors or Outdoors: Either
Time: 10 minutes Theme: Amphibians

Materials Needed: Chart paper with words to 24 Green Speckled Topic: Frogs and Toads

Title: 24 Speckled Frogs

Frogs (see below)

Directions:

1. Introduce the words of the poem to the students line by line and practice several times:
24 Green Speckled Frogs
24 green, speckled frogs, sat on a hollow log
Eating some most delicious bugs, Yum! Yum!
(Insert a student’s name) jumped into the pool
Where it is nice and cool
Nouw there are 23 speckled frogs
Glub Glub

2. Recite the poem until every student has jumped into the pool.

Discussion Questions:
1. What are some other characteristics of frogs and toads that we could use to describe them to change the poem?
For example, dry skin, bumpy skin; they hide in the mud, short legs, etc.
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Standards Addressed:
Science: 1.4.1.1.1.; 3.4.3.2.1; 3.4.3.2.2.
Language Arts: K.I.B.; K.II.B.; K.IIT.A.; 1.IIT.A.; 1.II1.B.1.; 2.IIL.A.

Background Information:

Frogs and toads belong to the family of amphibians. Some amphibians spend much of their adult life on land. They
are cold-blooded which means their body temperature is the same as their surroundings.

Toads tend to be darker in color with drier and bumpier skin.

Frogs have smooth skin. They have long, sticky tongues for catching insects. Frogs have calls in the spring which
are used for attracting mates.

Frogs and toads lay eggs that hatch into gill-breathing tadpoles that grow into lung-breathing adults. This process of
change is called metamorphosis.

Adult frogs and toads eat insects and worms. Frogs and toads can be found in lakes, ponds, streams, wetlands, and
forests. They hibernate in the winter in the mud at the bottom of the pond or in the leaf litter.

Animals that prey on frogs and toads include snakes, lizards, birds, and various small mammals. Fish will also prey
on frogs, as will a variety of diving and wading birds.

Additional Resources:

Frogs, Toads, and Turtles by Diane L. Burns
Frogs and Toads by Ellen Schultz

Correlates with:
Activity — Catching Bugs
News and Announcements — Frog and Toad Venn diagram



