
 
Title: Animal Ball Toss 
 
Objective: Name animals that belong to different categories of the 
animal kingdom 

Time: 5 minutes 

Materials Needed: Plastic beach ball on which the words bird, fish, 
reptile, amphibian, mammal, arachnid and insect have been written in the 
sections 

 
Directions: 
1. Place the students in a circle standing up.   
2. Toss the beach ball to a student saying “Good morning, _____________” 
3. As the student catches the ball they read the animal word from a section they are touching on the beach ball and say 

the name of an animal that would fit that category. 
4. The student tosses the ball and says good morning to another student, sitting down after their turn. 

 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Can you name a fact about birds, fish, reptiles, amphibians, mammals, arachnids or insects? 
2. Do we have all of these categories of animals in Minnesota? 
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Greeting 
Suggested Season: Any 
Suggested Grade Level: K-5 
Indoors or Outdoors: Either 
Theme: Animal Characteristics 
Topic: Animals 



Standards Addressed: 
Science: 1.4.1.1.1.; 3.4.1.1.2. 
Language Arts: K.I.B.; K.II.B.; K.III.A.; 1.I.B.1.; 1.III.A.;1.III.B.1.; 2.III.A.; 3.I.B.1; 3.III.A.2.; 4.I.B.1.; 5.I.B.; 5.III.A.1. 
Math: 
Social Studies: 
 

Background Information: 
• The animal kingdom is comprised of different groups of animals.   

• Amphibians are cold blooded animals that tend to have moist skin and larvae that live in water.  Frogs, toads, and salamanders are 
amphibians.   

• Arachnids are a group of animals with eight legs, closely related to insects.  Spiders, scorpions, mites and ticks are arachnids.   

• Birds are the only animals that have feathers.  They are warm-blooded.   

• Fish have fins and tails for swimming.  They also have gills for getting oxygen from the water so they can breathe.  

• Insects have three body parts:  head, thorax, and abdomen.  They also have six legs and two antennae.   
• Mammals are warm-blooded vertebrate animals that have hair or fur and feed their young with milk produced by the female’s 

mammary glands.   

• Reptiles are cold-blooded animals with scales that lay eggs on land.  Turtles, snakes, crocodiles and lizards are reptiles. 
 

Additional Resources: 
Set of Science Vocabulary Readers: 

• Incredible Insects by Zoe Barnes 
• Awesome Amphibians by Jeff Bauer 

• Fantastic Fish by Elizabeth Bennett 

• Marvelous Mammals by Lydia Carlin 

• Beautiful Birds by Justin McCory Martin 
• Really Cool Reptiles by Justin McCory Martin 
 

Correlates with: 
Activity – What Animal Am I? 

News and Announcements – Know Your Animals 


