
 
Title: Matching Leaves 
 
Objective: Determine leaf types 

Time: 5 minutes 

Materials Needed: Real or cut out leaves including simple, lobed, 
and/or compound types of leaves  

 
Directions: 
1. Students stand in a circle and are given a leaf. 
2. They need to find a partner who has the same leaf type. 
3. After showing each other their matching leaf type (simple, lobed or compound) they will greet each other with a 

handshake by saying: “Good Morning, Simple Leaf!” or “Good Morning, Lobed Leaf!” or “Good Morning, Compound 
Leaf!” 

 
Discussion Questions: 
1. What are some of the differences between simple, lobed and compound leaves? 
2. Do all lobed leaves look the same? How are they different? 
3. What types of leaves do you have in your yard? 
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Greeting 
Suggested Season: Fall or Spring 
Suggested Grade Level: K-5 
Indoors or Outdoors: Either 
Theme: Plants 
Topic: Leaf Type 



Standards Addressed: 
Science: 0.2.1.1.1.; 0.4.1.1.1.; 2.4.1.1.1.; 3.4.1.1.2. 
Language Arts: K.1.B.; K.I.B.5.; K.III.A.; 1.III.A.; 1.III.B.1.; 2.III.A.; 3.III.A.2.; 5.I.B.; 5.III.A.1. 
Math: 
Social Studies: 

Background Information: 
 Deciduous trees have three leaf types: simple, lobed or compound. 

 
 
A simple leaf is not divided into parts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A lobed leaf has deeply indented margins. 

 

 
 
A compound leaf has a number of leaflets on a single stalk. 

. 

Additional Resources: 
• Trees of Minnesota Field Guide by Stan Tekiela 
 

Correlates with: 
Activity – Find the Leaf 
News and Announcements – Draw a Leaf 


