
 
Title: Moon Puzzle 
 
Objective: Recognize and describe the moon phases 

Time: 5 minutes 

Materials Needed: One set per 8 students of the Moon Phase Puzzle 
Cards (Blackline Master on CD); cards will need to be cut into two pieces 
and made into puzzle pieces; for reference, use a chart with moon phases 
on it. (The Blackline Master can be used as a chart.) 
 

Directions: 

1. Each student is given a piece of the Moon Phase Puzzle.  
2. Ask students to find a partner holding the other half of their Moon Puzzle piece. 
3. After finding a partner holding their puzzle piece, students will greet their partner and examine their completed 

Moon Phase Puzzle piece. Students should also discuss ways to describe that moon phase to their classmates. 

 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Was it difficult or confusing to identify some of the moon phases? Why or why not? 
2. How did you and your partner decide that your puzzle pieces were a match?  What details did you use to help you 

identify your moon phase? 
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Greeting 
Suggested Season: Fall or Spring 
Suggested Grade Level: K-5 
Indoors or Outdoors: Either 
Theme: Astronomy 
Topic: Moon Phases 



Standards Addressed: 
Science: 0.3.2.2.1.; 2.1.1.2.1.; 3.3.3.1.2.; 8.3.3.1.5. 
Language Arts: K.I.B.; K.II.B.; K.III.A.; 1.III.B.1.; 2.III.A.; 3.I.B.1.; 3.II.A.2.; 4.I.B.1.; 5.I.B.; 5.III.A.1.; 5.III.A.2.; 5.III.A.3.; 
5.III.A.4. 
Math: 
Social Studies: 

Background Information: 
• There are 8 phases of the moon: new moon, waxing crescent, first quarter, waxing gibbous, full moon, waning 

gibbous, last/third quarter, waning crescent, new moon (starts again).  

 
Additional Resources: 
• http://www.calculatorcat.com/moon_phases/phasenow.php 
       Current moon phase calendar. 

Correlates with: 
Activity - Moon Phase Line Up 
News and Announcements - Moon Phase Illustrator 



 

 
Moon Phases Puzzle Cards –Greeting – Moon Puzzle 
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New Moon
New Moon

New Moon Waxing Crescent First Quarter Moon Waxing Gibbous

Full Moon Waning Gibbous Last Quarter Moon Waning Crescent

 


