
 
Title: Biomes Brainstorm 
 
Objective: Brainstorm characteristics of the world’s biomes  

Time: 5 minutes 

Materials Needed: None 

 
Directions: 
1. Create a chart for six biomes – tundra, deciduous forest, savanna, rain forest, desert, and grassland. 
 

Tundra Rain forest 
Deciduous Forest Desert 

Savanna Grassland 
 

2.  On the chart write, “Write a climate feature, plant, or animal in one biome.” 
 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Why do animals belong to a particular biome?  Why can’t they live anywhere? 
2. Why do some plants grow in one biome and not another? 

3. Which biomes have something in common?  
4. Where in the world would you find a tundra?  Savanna? 
 

Variation(s): 
Language Extension- Have students choose two biomes and create a Venn diagram. 
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News and Announcements 
Suggested Season:  Any 
Suggested Grade Level:  3-5 
Indoors or Outdoors:  Indoors 
Theme:  Biomes 
Topic:  Animal Biomes 



Standards Addressed: 
Science: 1.4.1.1.1.; 1.4.2.1.1.; 1.4.2.1.2.; 3.4.3.2.2.; 5.4.1.1.1.; 5.4.2.1.2.; 6.1.3.1.1. 
Language Arts: K.I.B.; K.II.B.; K.III.A.; 1.III.A.; 1.III.B.1.; 2.III.A.; 3.1.B.1.; 3.III.A.2.; 4.1.B.1.; 5.I.B.; 5.III.A.1.; 5.III.A.2.; 
5.III.A.3.; 5.III.A.4. 
Math: 
Social Studies: 
 

Background Information: 
• Tundra:  This biome is characterized by an extremely cold climate.  There is a very short growing season and plants 

are short.  Animals include polar bears, arctic foxes,  and caribou. 

• Deciduous Forest:  This biome includes four distinct seasons and annual rainfall of 30-60 inches of rain per year.  
Animals include foxes, brown bears, coyotes, and bald eagles. 

• Savanna:  This biome is characterized by grasses rather than shrubs and trees.  It has year round warmth and two 
distinct seasons – dry winters and wet summers.  Animals include elephant, giraffe, hippo, lion, tiger, and zebra. 

• Rain Forest:  This biome has year round warmth and rainfall from 50-260 inches of rain each year.  Animals 
include monkeys, toucans, sloths, and vampire bats. 

• Desert:  The desert can be hot and dry with very few plants.  A cold desert gets snow in the winter and can only 
support a few grasses and mosses.  Animals include hyenas, camels, bobcats, and javelinas. 

• Grassland:  This biome can support mostly grasses due to erratic rainfall and thin soil.  Animals include coyotes, 
bobcats, grey wolves, and bison. 

 

Additional Resources: 
• http://www.blueplanetbiomes.org/world_biomes.htm 
       This website provides a color map and detailed descriptions of the world’s biomes. 

Correlates with: 
Greeting – Animal Cracker Biomes 
Activity – Animal Cracker Biomes 

http://www.blueplanetbiomes.org/world_biomes.htm

