
 
Title: EEEK!  Is it Fact or Opinion? 
 
Objective: Review the skill of identifying fact, opinion and myth 

Time: 5 min. or less 

Materials Needed: None 
 
Directions: 

1. On the News and Announcements chart write: “Bats are amazing creatures that have many adaptations to help them 
survive.  There is a lot of information about bats.  Some are facts, some are opinions and some are false facts or 
myths.  Write something you know about bats.” 

2. Review the comments written by students and decide if the comments are a fact, opinion or false facts/myths 
(misinformation). 

 
Discussion Questions: 
1. What are some reliable resources to use to find information about bats? How do we know these sources are reliable? 
2. How come people believe something to be a fact when it is actually an opinion or misinformation? 
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News and Announcements 
Suggested Season: Any (For this topic - Fall) 
Suggested Grade Level:  K-5 
Indoors or Outdoors: Indoors 
Theme:  Fact or Opinion 
Topic:  Bats 
 



Standards Addressed: 
Science: 0.4.1.1.1.; 0.4.1.1.2.; 1.4.1.1.1.; 1.4.2.1.1.; 1.4.3.1.1.; 5.4.1.1.1. ; 8.1.1.1.1. 
Language Arts:  K.I.B.; K.II.B.; K.III.A.; K.I.C.; K.II.E.; 1.I.C.; 1.III.A.; 1.III.B.1.; 1.II.E.; 2.III.A.; 4.I.C.6.; 5.I.C.8.; 5.III.A.1-2.; 5.III.A.4. 
Math: 
Social Studies: 
 

Background Information: 
• Bats belong to the family of mammals.  They are warm blooded, have fur, give birth to live young and females nurse their young.   
• Bats are the only mammals that are able to fly. 

• Bats eat different food depending on where they live.  Different bats eat insects, fruit, nectar, fish, frogs, and blood. 

• There are 8 species of bats that live in Minnesota.  They all eat insects including mosquitoes, moths and beetles. 

• Bats can carry diseases like rabies but not any more frequently than any other mammal. 

• Bats use echolocation to catch food. 

• Bats are nocturnal. 

• Bats that live in Minnesota either hibernate or migrate for the winter. 
• True Fact:  a piece of information presented as having objective reality. 

• False Fact:  a piece of information presented in a factual way that is false information. 

• Opinion:  belief stronger than impression and less strong than positive knowledge. 
 

Additional Resources: 
• Bat Loves the Night by Nicola Davies 

• Bats by Gail Gibbons  
• Mammals of Minnesota Field Guide by Stan Tekiela 

• http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mammals/bats/index.html 
This Minnesota Department of Natural Resources site offers general information about bats. 

Correlates with: 
Activity – Fact or Opinion 
Greeting – Bats 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mammals/bats/index.html


 

Bat Strips for Activity - Fact and Opinion 
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Bat Strips for Fact or Opinion Activity 

Copy and cut information into strips. 

Bats are the only mammals that can fly.  (True Fact.) 

 

There are more than 1000 species of bats in the world.  (True 

Fact.) 

 

A bat could have a wingspan of 6 feet. (True Fact. – Flying 

Fox) 

 

Bats are more like humans than mice or rats. (True Fact.  

Our hands are like their wings.)  

 

Bats are active at night so that they can avoid their daytime 

predators.  (True Fact.) 

 

Bats turn and dive in the air better than birds. (True Fact.) 

 

Bats use sound waves to “see.” (True Fact.)                      

BONUS – What is it called?  (Echolocation) 

 



 

Bat Strips for Activity - Fact and Opinion 
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The bats’ keen eyes help it locate its prey. (False Fact.) 

BONUS – What does help them locate prey?  (It’s oversized 

ears.) 

 

Bats ears are large to help keep it balanced in the air. (False 

Fact.) BONUS – Why are they large?  (To catch sound waves/ 

vibrations.) 

 

Bats are not scary mammals. (Opinion.) 

 

Bats are one of the cutest animals. (Opinion.) 

 

Bats cannot see. (False Fact.) 

 

When bats hang upside down, it is called “drop.” (False 

Fact.) BONUS – What is it called? Roost 

 

Bats hang upside down because it makes it easier to “take-

off” in flight.  (True Fact.) 

Bats are good flyers. (Opinion.) 

 



 

Bat Strips for Activity - Fact and Opinion 
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A large group of bats is called a “cluster.” (False Fact.) 

BONUS – What is it called?  A colony 

 

All bats hibernate. (False Fact.  Some bats migrate.) 

 

Vampire bats have been known to kill cows. (False Fact.  

They drink about a tablespoon of blood.  Not enough blood to 

kill a cow.) 

 

Vampire bats suck the blood from their prey. (False Fact. 

They simply prick their prey with their teeth and lap up the 

drops of blood.) 

 

Most bat species are beneficial. (True Fact.) 

 

Like mice, bats have many babies at one time. (False Fact. 

Bats usually only have one baby at a time)  

 

Some bats can live to be 30 years old. (True Fact.) 

 

  


