News and Announcements
Suggested Season: Any
Suggested Grade Level: 3-5

Title: Hemispheres and Seasons

Objective: Review the reasons for the seasons Indoors or Outdoors: Indoors

Time: 5 minutes Theme: Astronomy

Materials Needed: None Topic: Solar Systems/Reason for the Seasons
Directions:

1. On the News and Announcements chart draw the Earth tilted on its axis and the sun next to it. Draw arrows to
represent the sun’s rays. Drawing will be similar to this:

-

Sun

2. Underneath the drawing write the question: “Which hemisphere will be warmer, the Northern or the Southern?
Why?” Have students write their responses. Another option would be to have a tally chart for Northern or Southern
rather than students writing out their response.

Discussion Questions:

1. How did you know which hemisphere would be warmer? The Southern Hemisphere is tilted towards the sun.
2. What season do you think it is in the Northern (Southern) hemisphere right now in this picture?

3. How would the seasons be different if the Earth’s axis was not tilted? If it was tilted at 180° like Venus?

4. Can you point to a spot on the Earth where it would be night time/daytime? How do you know?
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Standards Addressed:

Science : 0.1.1.2.1. ; 0.3.2.2.2. ; 1.1.1.1.1.; 2.3.2.2.1 ; 3.3.3.1.1. ; 8.3.2.1.1.

Language Arts: K.I.B.; K.I.C.3.; K.I1.C.4.; K.IL.B.; K.II.C.2.; KIL.E.1.; KIL.E.3.; K.IIL.A,; 1.1T.A.2.; 1.11.C.4.; 1.IL.E.2,;
1.II1.B.1.; 2.1.C.10; 2.I1.A.2.; 2.I1.C.; 2.IT1.A; 3.1.B.1.; 4.1.B.1.; 5.1.B.; 5.111.A.1.; 5.1T11.A.2.; 5.III.A4.

Math:

Social Studies: K-3.V.A.

Background Information:

+  The Earth is divided into two hemispheres by the equator.

+  The two hemispheres have opposite seasons. (Summer/Winter, Spring/Autumn)

+  The hemisphere (Northern or Southern) tilted closest to the sun will be the warmest because it gets more direct rays
of sunlight for a longer part of the day.

Additional Resources:
+  The Reasons For Seasons, by Gail Gibbons
+  Our Solar System, by Seymour Simon

Correlates with:
Greeting — Rotate, Rotate, Revolve
Activity — Rotate, Rotate, Rotate your Planet



