News and Announcements
Suggested Season: Any
Suggested Grade Level: 3-5

Title: Identifying Parts of an Ecosystem

Objective: Identify living and non-living parts of an ecosystem Indoors or Outdoors: Indoors
Time: 5 minutes or less Theme: Environments
Materials Needed: None Topic: Living and Non-Living Things
Directions:

1. On the News and Announcements chart at the bottom draw an outside scene: include sun, plants, grass, soil,
animals, etc.

2. Write the following direction above the picture, “Write L (for living) or NL (for non-living) next to one thing on the
picture below.”

3. At the end of morning meeting, review the chart with the students. Make corrections as needed.

Discussion Questions:
1. How did you know whether to label something living or non-living?
2. How do the non-living things help the living things in the ecosystem?
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Standards Addressed:

Science: 0.4.1.1.3.; 0.4.2.1.1.; 1.1.3.1.1.; 1.4.2.1.1.; 1.4.2.1.2.; 2.4.1.1.1.; 2.4.2.1.1.; 2.4.3.1.1.; 5.4.2.1.1.; 6.1.3.1.1.; 7.4.2.1.1.;
7.4.2.1.3.

Language Arts: K.I.B.; K.IL.B.; K.IIL.A.; K.ILE.; 1.IL.E.; 1.ITT.A.; 1.II1.B.1.; 2.IIT.A.; 3.1.B.1.; 3.1IL.A.5.; 4.1.B.1.

Math:

Social Studies:

Background Information:

e Ecosystem: is a natural unit consisting of all plants, animals and micro-organisms in an area functioning together
with all of the non-living physical factors of the environment.

« Living Things: includes those things that are alive or have ever been alive—including a stick of firewood.

« Nonliving Things: are not alive, nor have they ever been.

« Living things use nonliving things such as a tool. A bird sometimes swallows gravel to aid digestion, or a
toad might use a rock to move out of a flood zone.

Additional Resources:

e  What is a Living Thing by Bobbie D. Kalman
e Every Living Thing by Cynthia Rylant

e  What's Alive? by Kathleen Weidner Zoehfeld

Correlates with:
Greeting — Good Morning Ecosystem
Activity — Build an Ecosystem



