
 
Title: Landfill, Landfull? 
 
Objective: Increase awareness of the need for reducing waste 

Time: 5 – 10 minutes 

Materials Needed: None 

 
Directions: 
1. On the News and Announcements chart write the following question:  “Which of the items below do you think will 

last the longest in a landfill before it degrades or breaks down?  Put a tally mark next to that item.” 
2. List the following items or others you have researched: banana, paper bag, cotton rag, wool sock, leather boot, 

rubber sole, soup can, pop can, plastic 6-pack rings, plastic jug, Styrofoam cup, glass bottle.  You might want to 
change the order that items are listed as they are currently from least to greatest time needed to degrade. 

3. Students tally next to the item they think will last the longest.   
4. Discuss with students their selections, why they chose them and how long they think the items will remain. 
5. Share with students the answers from the Background Information section of this card. 

 
Discussion Questions: 
1. What does this information tell you about landfills? 
2. Does trash continue to degrade and make room for new trash? Will the landfills eventually fill up?  
3. What does the life span of trash in a landfill tell you about the importance of recycling, reducing, and reusing?  
4. What can we do to keep landfills from filling up quickly? 

 
 

Created by Maria Sullivan, 2010, ISD #719 
 

News and Announcements 
Suggested Season: Any 
Suggested Grade Level: K-5 
Indoors or Outdoors: Either 
Theme: Recycling 
Topic: Environmental Issues 



Standards Addressed: 
Science: 2.1.1.2.1.; 3.1.1.2.4.; 5.3.4.1.1.; 5.3.4.1.2.; 5.3.4.1.3.; 5.4.4.1.1. 
Language Arts: K.I.B.; K.I.C.;  K.III.A.; K.II.B.; 1.I.C.; 1.III.B.1.; 2.III.A.; 5.II.d.1.; 5.III.A.1.; 5.III.A.2.; 5.III.A.4. 
Math: 3.3.3.2. 
Social Studies:  
 

Background Information: 

 Time to degrade: banana - 3 to 4 weeks; paper bag - 1 month; cotton rag - 5 months; wool sock - 1 year; boot - 40 
to 50 years; rubber sole (of the boot) - 50 to 80 years; tin can (soup or vegetable can) - 80 to 100 years; aluminum 
can (soda pop can) - 200 to 500 years; plastic 6-pack rings - 450 years; plastic jug - 1 million years; Styrofoam cup - 
unknown? Forever? glass bottle - unknown? Forever?  

 Reduce: to use less 
 Reuse: to put again into service without changing 
 Recycle: to put again into service with changing 
 

Additional Resources: 
 http://www.epa.gov/recyclecity/ 
       See how Recycle City reuses and recycles with this interactive website, learn more about recycling and learn where 
       garbage goes. 
 
 

Correlates with: 
Greeting – Reuse Greeting 
Activity – Reduce with Juice 
 
 


