
JUNE PHENOLOGY
Jim Gilbert’s Nature Notes
First week of June  
Meteorologists consider June 1 to be the first day 
of summer in the Upper Midwest because it marks 
the beginning of the 92 warmest days of the year. 
Enjoy the superb fragrance of the diminutive green 
wild grape flowers. Now is the time many clutches 
of wood duck eggs hatch. The young stay in their 
nest box or tree cavity the day they hatch, even if 
it’s in the morning, and then leave the next morning. 
Around 8:00 am is a popular time for young wood 
ducks to jump.

June 1, 2020: First 90°F reading of the year. Six 
trumpeter swan eggs in one nest hatched and the 
cygnets swam away with their parents. Ox-eye daisies, 
double peonies, and tall bearded irises bloomed nicely.

Second week of June
Juvenile eastern chipmunks and gray squirrels dart 
about exploring their new environments. Adult 
Canada geese and trumpeter swans begin to shed 
flight feathers. First deer flies are on the wing and 
mosquitoes are becoming bothersome. Gardeners 
pick the first ripe strawberries and field corn is up 
about a foot in many southern Minnesota fields. 
Captivating bird music is in the air. A few of the 
songsters include song sparrows, warbling vireos, and 
common yellowthroats. A good share of the singing is 
done by males as they use vocalizations to establish 
nesting territories. In northern Minnesota, black flies 
are on the wing, spring peeper frogs still call, and 
white-throated sparrows are often whistling “old Sam 
Peabody, Peabody, Peabody."

Third week of June
Canada serviceberry trees are loaded with sweet, 
juicy fruit relished by American robins, gray catbirds, 
cedar waxwings, and many other birds, plus 
chipmunks, other wildlife, and us humans. Baltimore 
orioles, tree swallows, and house wrens are busy 
feeding nestlings. The wild lupine, an introduced 
plant from Oregon and Washington, is blooming with 
a dazzling display of purple, pink, and white at Lutsen 
and along the whole North Shore.

June 16, 2020: Northern catalpa and Japanese tree  
lilac have very showy clusters of flowers. At the 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, rose gardens are at 
bloom peak and our state floral emblem, the showy 
pink and white lady’s-slipper, is blooming nicely (began 
blooming June 8).

Fourth week  
of June 
House wrens, northern 
cardinals, and warbling 
vireos are among 
the very vocal birds. 
Red mulberries are 
ripening; birds and us 
outdoor enthusiasts 
enjoy these juicy, 
tasty wild fruits. 
Astronomical summer 
begins, and birds start 
singing close to 4:20 
am, with American 
robins first.

June 25, 2020: Mayfly 
hatch at Lake of 
the Woods, where 
near-surface water 
temperature had 
warmed to 72°F and 
walleye fishing was 
excellent.

Fifth week of June 
First garden hollyhocks are blooming and the first 
wild black-cap raspberries are now ripe. Green frogs 
call; they are “banjo” playing day and night from calm 
waters. Both snapping and painted turtles continue 
coming up on dry land to dig holes and deposit eggs. 
Purple martins feed nestlings. Downy woodpeckers 
bring fledglings to suet feeders. No ducks or Canada 
geese are flying as they have molted their flight 
feathers. The peak time to see fireflies is now in early 
summer. From extreme southern Minnesota north 
to Lake of the Woods, fireflies display their amazing 
tiny lights. Look for them over meadows and grassy 
ditches not far from woodlands. 

LOOK FOR...

Garden roses at  
June peak of bloom 
(U of Minn. Landscape 
Arboretum)

2020 June 16 
2019 June 24
2018 June 19 
2017 June 23 
2016 June 20
2015 June 24
2014 June 25
2013 June 27
2012 June 15
2011 June 26

LYNN LANPHEAR | ROBIN'S NEST | OGILVIE, MN

How climate change is affecting our water
Climate projections for Minnesota show a warmer and 
wetter future, including 30 additional days with highs 
of 95°F or more, increased humidity, more precipitation 
in the spring and early summer, and more intense rain 
events with longer dry spells between them.  

With current changes, we are seeing increased harmful 
algal blooms, overwhelmed stormwater infrastructure, 
precipitation-driven landslides, and flooding in 
unexpected places. Demand for water during hot days 
and dry spells that increase groundwater pumping 
could lead to seasonal water scarcity. 

Visit freshwater.org to learn more about how climate 
change is impacting Minnesota communities and what 
we are doing to help increase resilience. If you are a 
longtime Weatherguide user or amateur phenologist, 
let us know what changes you have seen.

Plants can produce offspring by making seeds and this sexual reproduction 
happens when male pollen grains are transferred to a female stigma of the 
same species, later enabling fertilization and the formation of seeds. Pollen is 
most often moved by wind or animals, within the same flower or carried from 
flower to flower. Pollinators include birds and bats, plus many insects such as 
butterflies, moths, beetles, and bees.  

LINDA SCOTT | BEE ON WILD GERANIUM | BLOOMINGTON, MN

DID YOU KNOW...
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Morning sky
Emerging from the dawn, 
Mercury reaches Greatest 
Western Elongation on June 16. 
Low in the east and 23.2 degrees from the Sun, it will be tough to spot 
before sunrise. Much brighter is Venus, joined by the Moon on June 26. 
Mars moves away from Jupiter and Saturn as they spend the month 
climbing out of the morning sky. The Moon visits Saturn on June 18, 
Jupiter on June 21, and Mars on June 22.  

Evening sky
Summer Solstice is on June 21. This is the longest day and shortest night 
of the year: a mere eight hours and 23 minutes. Summer twilights are 
also long. Astronomical Twilight ends when the Sun gets 18 degrees 
below the horizon. The sky is, at that time, as dark as it will be until 
Astronomical Twilight begins again in the morning. On June 21, it ends at 
11:39 pm and begins at 2:51 am, leaving us with a mere three hours and 
12 minutes of dark sky.

Highlights
Though the planets typically move 
east, relative to the background 
stars, the Earth's orbital motion can 
influence their relative position in the 
sky. This effect is more pronounced 
for the planets closest to us: Venus 
and Mars. This month, that motion 
appears to bring Mars to a halt. In 
fact, from May to September, Mars 
can be found at nearly the same spot 
along the horizon at the same time 
each and every morning, moving just 
7 degrees of azimuth in those four months! Of course, over this same 
period the change in the Earth's axis makes the ecliptic tip up into the 
sky, taking Mars with it. Despite the lack of lateral movement, during 
those same four months it moves up nearly 40 degrees in altitude.
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GARDENING TIPS 
w Prune early flowering 

shrubs 

w Plant warm weather 
lovers like corn, 
peppers, zucchini, and 
squash early in June.

w Trim and remove dying 
foliage from spring 
bulbs.

American woodland strawberry (Fragaria vesca) 
Wild strawberries are common native plants found growing in Minnesota 
prairies, meadows, and open woodlands. They spread out in a variety of 
soils and prefer sun or light shade in well-drained locations. Minnesota is 
host to two similar wild strawberry species. The woodland strawberry is 
a good ground cover with small white flowers, striking red stems, lightly 
toothed three-leaflet leaves, and delicious fruit available for several weeks. 
Its small, bright red fruits are much smaller than store-bought varieties 
from cultivated plants but are well-known for their sweet intense flavor. 
They can be eaten fresh or made into jams and jellies. In addition, its tri-
fold leaves can be eaten raw in salads, cooked in stir fries, or steeped to 
create delicious strawberry tea that is high in vitamin C and minerals. VIRGINIA GRAVES | WILD STRAWBERRY | SANDSTONE, MN

SUN DECLINATION
JUNE 20

ASTRONOMY
Ron Schmit

MY NATURE NOTES
 

 

Summer!! School is out, the days 
are long, gardens are growing, and 
the pools are busy. June is the first 
official month of summer, and the 
first of a three-month stretch that has always been free of 
snow. You can put the snow blower away now, for real. 

Meteorological summer starts on June 1, but astronomical 
summer is a bit later on June 21. Weather is sunny and 
average high temperatures warm up to the 80s by mid-
month. On the summer solstice, the sun comes up at 
5:26 am and doesn’t set until 9:03 pm. That gives us 15 
hours, 36 minutes, and 50 seconds of precious daylight 
to treasure. Good luck getting the kids to bed at a decent 
time with that late sunset!
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SPECIES OF THE MONTH
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