
 

 

Title: Building an Ecosystem 
 

Objective: Identify and understand the parts of an ecosystem  

Time: 10 minutes 

Materials Needed: None 

 

Directions: 
1. Students will represent parts of an ecosystem by forming concentric circles around the Sun, source of all energy. 
2. As you assemble the circles ask each group of students to practice their sound 1 time. 

3. Sun: Select one student to represent the Sun. Standing in the center of the circle, the student spreads arms and repeats “Radiate, 

Radiate.” 
4. Water: Three or 4 students represent water by circling the sun chanting “Splish, Splash” and moving hands like waves. 
5. Air: Three or 4 students circle the water while chanting “Wish, Whoosh” and swaying to represent air flow. 
6. Soil: Three or 4 students form a seated circle around the water. They chant, “Soil is super.” 
7. Producers: Three or four students encircle the group, chanting “Grow! Grow! Grow!” 
8. Consumers: Additional students encircle the group while muttering “Munch, Munch, Munch.” 
9. Decomposers: The rest of the students form a circle as the outer layer saying “Rot! Rot! Rot!” 
10. Once all parts are assembled in their places, have each part say their line once in order. Then have them join in unison as an 

“Ecosystem chorus”. 
 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What are real examples of Consumers? Decomposers? Producers? 

2. What would happen if we did not have all the parts of the ecosystem? Explain  

3. How can an ecosystem be helpful to humans? Give an example of an ecosystem and explain. 

 

 

 Activity 
 Theme: Ecology 
 Topic: Parts of an Ecosystem 
 Suggested Grade Level: 3-5 
 Indoors or Outdoors: Either 
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Science and Engineering Practices:  

1. Asking questions (science); 2. Developing and using models. 

Crosscutting Concepts:  

4. Systems and system models. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas:  

Life Sciences : LS 2 : Ecosystems: Interactions, energy, and dynamics. 

 

Background Information: 
• Ecosystem: is a natural unit consisting of all plants, animals and micro-organisms in an area functioning together with all of the 

non-living physical factors of the environment. 

• Producers:  Plants are called producers. This is because they produce their own food. They do this by using light energy from the 

sun, carbon dioxide from the air, and water and minerals from the soil to produce food in the form of glucose/sugar. 

• Consumers: Organisms that obtain nutrients from other organisms. Animals are consumers. There are 3 types of consumers: 

carnivores, herbivores, and omnivores.   

• Decomposers: Organisms that break down the remains of dead animals and plants, releasing the substances that can be used by 

other members of the ecosystem. Examples are bacteria and fungi.   

 

Additional Resource: 
• One Small Square by Donald M. Silver - Series of books on different ecosystems; pond, woods, swamp, backyard and others. 

• Britannica - This website defines and explains terms and relationships. https://www.britannica.com/science/ecosystem 

 

Correlates with: 
Greeting - Good Morning, Ecosystem (p. 12) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Identifying Parts of an Ecosystem (p. 98) 

https://www.britannica.com/science/ecosystem

