
Title: Cloud Art 
 

Objective: Develop a cloud comparison model 

Time: 15 minutes   

Materials Needed: Paper, Cotton balls, Glue/Glue sticks 
 

Directions: 
1. Direct students to draw the diagram below on a sheet of paper. The curved line represents the surface of the Earth. Draw two 

dotted lines above the Earth indicating the different layers of the atmosphere. 

2. Draw cirrus, cumulus, and stratus clouds in their diagrams and discuss their drawings with classmates, checking for understanding 

of cloud shapes and layers they are typically found in the atmosphere. Make corrections as needed. 

3. Using a second sheet of paper, reconstruct the diagram and use cotton and glue/glue sticks to prepare a cloud model using their 

drawing and corrections as a guide for their work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Discussion Questions: 
1. What are some of the characteristics of a cirrus cloud? A cumulus cloud? A stratus cloud? 

2. In what layers in the atmosphere do we typically see cirrus clouds? cumulus clouds? stratus clouds? 

3. Describe what the weather is like when you see a thick layer of stratus clouds. 

4. Can there be more than one kind of cloud in the sky at the same time? Have you ever noticed this happening? 

Interdisciplinary Lesson 
Theme: Weather 
Topic: Clouds 
Suggested Grade Level: K-5 
Indoors or Outdoors: Indoors 
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Science and Engineering Practices:  
2. Developing and using models; 8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concepts:  

1. Patterns; 4. Systems and system models. 
Disciplinary Core Idea: 
Earth and Space Sciences: ESS2: Earth’s systems. 

 

Background Information: 
● Cirrus Clouds appear high in the sky and are composed of tiny ice crystals. They look like brushstrokes across the sky and may 

announce rain or snow to come in a day or two. 

● Cumulus Clouds are mid-level clouds that appear as big, flat-bottomed, white, puffy cauliflower shapes. They are “fair weather” 

clouds unless they grow very high and form a dark flat bottom and become Cumulonimbus clouds, bringing rain.  

● Stratus Clouds are low-level clouds and may form a blanket which blocks out the blue sky and sun. When stratus clouds are very 

low, they form fog. 

 

Additional Resources: 
● Clouds by Marion Dane Bauer 

● Peterson First Guide to Clouds and Weather by John A. Day, Vincent J. Schaefer, and Roger Tory Peterson 

● Cloud Chart in Freshwater Society Minnesota Weatherguide Environment™ Calendar. Found at https://jeffersfoundation.org/  

● Cloud Dance by Thomas Locker 

● NOAA-National Weather Service, The Four Core Types of Clouds  https://www.weather.gov/jetstream/corefour 

● NOAA-National Weather Service, Ten Basic Clouds  https://www.weather.gov/jetstream/basicten 

 

Correlates with: 
Greeting - Good Morning, Cirrus (p. 11) 

Activity - Weather Watchers (p. 75) 
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