
 

 

 Activity 
 Theme: Observation  
 Topic: Sort and Classify Natural Objects 
 Suggested Grade Levels: K-3 
 Indoors or Outdoors: Outdoors 

Title: Collect and Sort Nature Items 
 

Objective: Collect a variety of nature items to use for sorting and classification 

Time: 30 minutes 

Materials Needed: Collection containers, journals, a pencil, camera (optional) 
 

Directions: 

1. Circle up outside and ask students to share some ways that nature items can be sorted. (living/nonliving, green leaf/red leaf) 

2. Walk around school grounds or a wooded area to collect nature items. Remind students to find a variety of nature items and only 

collect an item if there are a lot of them in that place. (Follow the Rule of 100. Only collect one if there are about that many, 

especially for living things such as flowers.) 

3. After 15 minutes signal them to come back and circle up.  

4. Have students work in groups and combine their collections and work together on different ways to sort their nature collection. 

5. Teacher will walk around to facilitate and ask questions about the sorting rule that was used. *Teacher could give students a 

sorting rule on a note card to get them started to try another sorting rule.   

6. Have students record in their science journals one of the ways they sorted, and the items they sorted. A picture may do.  

7. Save the nature items to use for the interdisciplinary lesson. 
 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What are some observations you can make about the nature items you collected?  

2. What was the first sorting rule you used? Why? 

3. What other sorting rules can you use?  

4. What other items found in nature could you sort? (Clouds: Cirrus, Cumulus, Stratus)  

5. What is the importance of sorting and classification in science? 
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Science and Engineering Practices:  

1. Asking questions (science); 5. Using mathematical and computational thinking. 
Crosscutting Concepts: 
1. Patterns. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Physical Sciences: PS 1: Matter and its interactions. 

 

 

Background Information: 
• Nature is the physical world and includes all the living and non-living elements in the environment (e.g. plants, animals, the sun, 

moon, water, air, and rocks).  

• Classification is the process of sorting or grouping according to shared characteristics. Classification is important to scientists’ 

understanding of relationships. Biologists classify plants and animals. Geologist classify rocks and minerals. Meteorologists 

classify clouds. 

 

Additional Resources: 
• Sort It Out by Barbara Mariconda 

• Do You Know Which Ones Will Grow? by Susan A. Shea 

• Is It Rough? Is It Smooth? Is It Shiny? by Tana Hoban 

 

 

Correlates with: 
Greeting - Good Morning, Nature (p. 14) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Nature Math (p. 106) 


