
Title: Comparing Habitats 
 

Objective: Compare and contrast animals and their habitats 

Time: 20 minutes 

Materials Needed: Journal, pencil 

 

 

Directions: 
1. In your journal draw a Venn-Diagram (2 circles overlapping one another). Turn journal so spiral is at the top. 

2. At the top of one circle, write the name of one particular animal, and at the top of the other circle write the name of another 

animal. See list of possible pairs in the Background Information section. 

3. Have students compare and contrast the two animals’ habitats. 

4. Make sure to leave time to discuss the Venn-Diagram with a partner or in a small group. 

 

Variation: Use hula hoops to make the Venn diagram in the middle of a circle, use large note cards or sentence strips to write down 

the information. This would work well with younger students. 
 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What are some ways that habitat components for the two species are alike? Why? 

2. What are some ways that habitat components for the two species are different? Why? 

3. If we were to add, ________ (name of new animal), as a third circle into this Venn-Diagram, how would the three habitats be the 

same?  How would they be different? 

 

 

 

 Interdisciplinary Lesson 
 Theme: Habitat 
 Topic: Compare and Contrast Habitats 
 Suggested Grade Level: 3-5 
 Indoors or Outdoors: Either 

88 



Science and Engineering Practices:  

1. Asking questions (science); 2. Developing and using models; 7. Engaging in argument from evidence. 
Crosscutting Concepts: 
4. Systems and system models. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Life Sciences: LS 2: Ecosystems: Interactions, energy and dynamic. 

 

Background Information: 
Ideas of possible animals to compare: Eagle and Raccoon, Squirrel and Turkey, Mouse and Rabbit, Black Bear and Porcupine, etc.  

• Black Bear: Food: grass, flowering plants, fruit, ants, larva. A small portion of the diet consists of mice, small animals and fish. 

Shelter: hollow logs, small caves. 

Space: wooded forests. 

• Porcupine: Food: roots, tubers, bark and fallen fruit.  

Shelter: hollow logs, rocks, underground burrows. 

Space: most common in hilly or rocky country, but they can adapt to most woodland habitats. 

 

Additional Resources: 
• Wild Animal Planet: Animal Habitats by Michael Chinery     

• Minnesota Department of Natural Resources - https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/animals/index.html  

 

Correlates with: 
Greeting - Habitat Match (p. 18) 

Activity - Habitat Connection (p. 48) 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/animals/index.html

