
Title: Fantastic Forecasters  
 

Objective: Create a weather forecast and present it orally using weather words 

and visuals 

Time: 30-40 minutes (additional time for drawing/graphics design is possible); 

5 minutes per forecast presentation (presentations may be done on a different day) 

Materials needed: TV/computer, weather maps, chart paper, markers 

 

Directions: 

1. As a class, watch weather forecasters on TV or computer. Discuss the information that was presented and write it on a class chart. 

Looking at the Weather Data Collecting Activity, add that information to class chart. 

2. Use weather maps found on computer and/or from newspapers to teach the warm and cold front symbols and how these fronts 

affect weather.   

3. In partnerships, create a 3-day weather forecast for your area that will be presented to the class. Include information that was 

written on class chart above and include visuals. Partners could be divided into four groups to represent each season. 

4. Partners present their 3-day weather forecast to class as if they were TV weather forecasters. Consider presenting forecasts 

outdoors and/or indoors. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What information do you think is important to include in a weather forecast? Explain why. 

2. How do you think meteorologists make predictions about the weather? 

3. What visuals did you find useful in classmates’ forecasts? Explain why. 

4. What presentation skills are helpful to effectively deliver a forecast? Explain. 

 

 

 

 Interdisciplinary Lesson 
 Theme: Weather 
 Topic: Forecasting 
 Suggested Grade Level: 3-5 
 Indoors or Outdoors: Indoor and outdoor 

95 



Science and Engineering Practices: 

2. Developing and using models; 6. Constructing explanations (science); 8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concepts: 
1. Patterns; 4. Systems and system models; 7. Stability and change. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Earth and Space Sciences: ESS 2: Earth’s systems. 
 

Background Information: 
• Definitions of weather vocabulary can be found at jeffersfoundation.org in the Wonderful Weather Vocabulary Greeting as well 

as in the Glossary in the Freshwater Minnesota Weatherguide Environment™ Calendar.   

• To predict weather, a meteorologist makes an educated guess based on meteorological knowledge, current atmospheric 

conditions, computer predicted atmospheric conditions, as well as long term data. Temperature data (Normals) on the Minnesota 

Weatherguide Environment™ Calendar is averaged over a 30-year period. Records for temperature, precipitation, and snow are 

based on data records spanning back to the late 1800’s. 
 

Additional Resources: 
• Best Book of Weather by Simon Adams  

• How Weather Works by Michael Allaby  

• Weather Words and What They Mean by Gail Gibbons 

• Weather Forecasting by Gail Gibbons 

 

Correlates with:  
Greeting - Wonderful Weather Vocabulary (p. 40) 

Activity - Weather Data Collecting (p. 74) 


