
Title: Good Morning, Cirrus 
 

Objective: Practice cloud identification 

Time: 5 minutes  

Materials Needed: None 
 

Directions: 

1. Form a circle in an open area on your school yard. Ask students to observe the sky and clouds in the sky for 30 seconds. 

2. Ask students, “Do you know that clouds have names?” These names, developed over 200 years ago, help weather observers 

communicate about the weather and predict future weather conditions. There are many types of clouds, but there are three main 

types of clouds based on their shapes and their location in the atmosphere. Ask, “Does anyone know a name of a cloud?” 

3. The three main types are: Cirrus, Cumulus, and Stratus. Inform students that they will mimic one of the three main cloud types. 

a. Students portraying Cirrus clouds will walk on their tiptoes waving their fingers high in the air above their head. 

b. Students portraying Cumulus clouds will walk with their arms curved in a circle in front of them and their cheeks filled 

with air. 

c. Students portraying Stratus clouds will squat down and walk with their arms straight out to their sides. 

4. Students will choose which cloud they are going to mimic (Cirrus, Cumulus, or Stratus). Once a decision has been made, have 

students start the related action. Instruct them to walk around and greet three or more classmates by saying, “Good Morning 

Cirrus!”, “Good Morning, Cumulus!”, or “Good Morning, Stratus!” 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What are some of the characteristics of a Cirrus cloud? A Cumulus cloud? A Stratus cloud? 

2. What type(s) of cloud(s) are you noticing in the sky today? 

3. How might Cirrus clouds impact our weather or help us forecast the weather? How about…Cumulus clouds? Stratus clouds?  

4. If it were to rain or snow, how would you describe the appearance of those clouds? What differences or similarities would there 

be compared to the clouds we see today? (Make observations on rainy/snowy days and revisit these observations.)  

Greeting 
Theme: Weather 
Topic: Clouds 
Suggested Grade Level: K-5 
Indoors or Outdoors: Outdoors 
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Science and Engineering Practices: 
2. Developing and using models; 6. Construct explanations (science); 7. Engaging in argument from evidence. 
Crosscutting Concept:  
1. Patterns; 2. Cause and effect; mechanism and explanation; 4. Systems and system models. 
Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Earth and Space Sciences: ESS2: Earth’s systems. 

 

Background Information: 
● Cirrus Clouds are located high in the sky and look as though someone took a paint brush and made light wisps across the sky. 

● Cumulus Clouds are located middle to low in the sky and are big, white and puffy. 

● Stratus Clouds are located low in the sky and blanket the sky blocking out the blue sky and sun at times. 

● When clouds that are associated with precipitation form, the Latin root “Nimbus” is added to the cloud name. For example: 

“Nimbostratus” clouds are seen as a low to mid-level blanket of clouds that brings light or steady rain showers. “Cumulonimbus” 

clouds on the other hand, appear as tall puffy clouds which produce rain showers and thunderstorms. 

 

Additional Resources: 
● Clouds by Marion Dane Bauer 

● Peterson First Guide to Clouds and Weather by John A. Day, Vincent J. Schaefer, and Roger Tory Peterson 

● Cloud Dance by Thomas Locker 

● Cloud Chart in Freshwater Society Minnesota Weatherguide Environment™ Calendar, found at https://jeffersfoundation.org/  

● NOAA-National Weather Service, Cloud Chart  https://www.weather.gov/jetstream/cloudchart  

● Cloud Viewer https://scied.ucar.edu/activity/cloud-viewer 

 

Correlates with: 
Activity - Weather Watchers (p. 75) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Cloud Art (p. 86) 

https://jeffersfoundation.org/
https://www.weather.gov/jetstream/cloudchart
https://scied.ucar.edu/activity/cloud-viewer

