
Title: Good Morning, Ecosystem 
 

Objective: Review the components of an ecosystem 

Time: 5 minutes 

Materials Needed: Write the parts of an ecosystem on a chart or prepare a 

slide to project (sun, water, air, soil, producer, consumer, and decomposer) for 

students to use as a reference for the greeting   

 

Directions: 
1. Review with students the parts of an ecosystem. Show students the chart with the parts: Sun, water, air, soil, producer, consumer, 

and decomposer. Determine what parts are living (biotic) and nonliving (abiotic) parts of the ecosystem. 

2. Sitting in a circle, have the first person start off by saying: “Good Morning, Sun!” to the person to their left. The person on their 

left looks to the person to their left and they say, “Good Morning, Water! (or other ecosystem part)” Continue around the circle 

until everyone has been greeted. Teacher should track how many living and nonliving parts are used in the greeting. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. There were __ living and __ nonliving parts identified in our greeting. How healthy would such an ecosystem be? Explain. 

2. What would have happened if we had skipped over one part of the ecosystem in our greeting? What would happen if that part was 

taken out of the actual ecosystem?    

Extension: 
If this greeting is conducted outdoors, ask the students to look around and identify living and nonliving parts of the schoolyard 

ecosystem. Record student responses on a class chart. (You may revisit this chart to compare the schoolyard ecosystem to ecosystems 

students draw in the Interdisciplinary Lesson “Identifying Parts of an Ecosystem”.) 

 

 

 

 Greeting 
 Theme: Ecology 
 Topic: Parts of an Ecosystem 
 Suggested Grade Level: 3-5 
 Indoors or Outdoors: Either  
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Science and Engineering Practices: 

1. Asking questions (science) ; 8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concepts:  

4. Systems and system models. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas:  

Life Sciences: LS 2: Ecosystems: Interactions, energy, and dynamics. 
 

Background Information: 
• Ecosystem: is a natural unit consisting of all plants, animals and micro-organisms in an area functioning together with all of the 

non-living physical factors of the environment. 

• Producers:  Plants are called producers. This is because they produce their own food. They do this by using light energy from the 

sun, carbon dioxide from the air, and water and minerals from the soil to produce food in the form of glucose/sugar. 

• Consumers: Organisms that obtain nutrients from other organisms. Animals are consumers. There are 3 types of consumers: 

carnivores, herbivores, and omnivores.   

• Decomposers: Organisms that break down the remains of dead animals and plants, releasing the substances that can be used by 

other members of the ecosystem. Examples are bacteria and fungi.   

 

Additional Resources: 
• One Small Square by Donald M. Silver - Series of books on different ecosystems; pond, woods, swamp, backyard and others. 

• Britannica - This website defines and explains terms and relationships. https://www.britannica.com/science/ecosystem 

 

Correlates with: 
Activity - Building an Ecosystem (p. 42) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Identifying Parts of an Ecosystem (p. 98) 
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