
Title: Good Morning, Tweetie 
 

Objective: Greet one another using bird calls 

Time: 5-10 minutes 

Materials Needed: Bird calling cards (found at jeffersfoundation.org) 
 

Directions: 

1. Circle up and ask students to focus on their sense of hearing. Listen for bird calls/singing for 30-60 seconds. 

2. After listening exercise, ask students to share reasons they believe birds may sing or call to other birds? 

3. Scientists who study birds (ornithologists) have created phrases and mnemonic devices to help birders to connect bird calls to 

specific species. For example, an American Robin may be heard singing “cheerio cheery me cheery me”. Ask students if they 

know any phrases for bird calls/songs?    

4. Hand out bird call cards. Once everyone has their card, instruct them to sing/say their call and find another student making the 

same call. They should greet their “match” by saying “Good morning tweetie” or “Good morning Species name”.  

Optional: Also greet that person with a special bird handshake (link thumbs together and flap fingers making bird wings). 

*Practice may be needed for (young) students who cannot read the cards before they begin to sing and search out their match. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. How did you find other students who were the same species as you?  

2. How did hearing a variety of bird calls affect your ability to successfully find a match? Explain. 

3. How do you think birds find other birds in nature?  

4. What challenges does habitat type or man-made noises/buildings present to birds as they communicate with other birds?  

 

Extension:  

Try this activity again with other bird calling cards for common birds such as: Common loon, Wild turkey, Blue jay, Canada goose, 

Barred owl, Mallard, and more. Ask students to help create this new card set to use. 
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Science and Engineering Practices: 
2. Developing and using models; 8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concepts: 
1. Patterns. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Life Sciences: LS 2: Ecosystems: Interactions, energy, and dynamics. 

 

Background Information: 
● Minnesota is the home to over 430 bird species, and about 110 of those are commonly seen in most habitats. 

● Birds call/sing for several reasons including: to proclaim and defend their territory, attract a mate, alert other birds in case of 

danger, communicate where food is/can be found, and to keep in contact while searching for food, while flying, or when feeding 

young. 

  

 

Additional Resources: 
• The Cornell Lab of Ornithology – https://allaboutbirds.org 

• National Audubon Society – https://www.audubon.org/news/how-start-identifying-birds-their-songs-and-calls 

• WILD About Minnesota Birds, A Youth’s Guide to Birds of Minnesota by Adele Porter 

• Birds of Minnesota-Field Guide by Stan Tekiela 

 

Correlates with: 
Activity - Tweeting Tallies (p. 72) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Charting Chirps (p. 85) 

https://allaboutbirds.org/
https://www.audubon.org/news/how-start-identifying-birds-their-songs-and-calls







