
Title: Habitat Match 
 

Objective: Match the correct animal to the correct habitat 

Time: 10 minutes 

Materials Needed: Habitat Matching Cards (found at jeffersfoundation.org) 

 

Directions: 
1. Circle up (indoors or outdoors) and review the four components of Habitat. Explain that this greeting focuses on Minnesota 

vertebrates and the natural environments they inhabit. 

2. Distribute one Habitat Matching card to each student. The cards include two types: Species and Habitat Description cards.  Ensure 

each card has a match.  

3. Begin the greeting by having one student stand up and read their Habitat Description card. 

4. Another student raises their Species card. They should make a claim from evidence as to why their species correlates with the 

statement on the Habitat Description card. Once the students agree that they are a match, they greet each other “Hello Student 

name” and sit next to each other.  

5. Invite students with descriptions to continue the greeting by standing up in turn and finding their match in a similar manner until 

all students have a match.  

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. How are each of the four components of an animal’s habitat important to its survival?  

2. Could more than one of the animals in this greeting live in the same habitat? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 Greeting 
 Theme: Habitat 
 Topic: Animals and their habitats 
 Suggested Grade Level: 3-5 
 Indoors or Outdoors: Either 
 

18 



Science and Engineering Practices:  

1. Asking questions (science); 7. Engaging in argument from evidence. 
Crosscutting Concepts: 
1. Patterns. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Life Sciences: LS 2: Ecosystems: Interactions, energy and dynamics.        

 

 

Background Information: 
• A habitat for an animal consists of food, water, shelter, and space in an arrangement appropriate to the animal’s needs.   

• The animal will be greatly impacted if any of these components are significantly affected in some way. 

• Food: any plant or animal substances that can be digested. 

• Water: a water source such as river, pond, wetland, rain, dew or vegetation that stores water. 

• Shelter: covering that provides protection from severe weather, safe resting, roosting and hiding areas. 

• Space: area for animal to forage, seek cover, find mates and raise young. 

 

Additional Resources: 
• Wild Animal Planet: Animal Habitats by Michael Chinery   

• Minnesota Department of Natural Resources - https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/animals/index.html  

 

Correlates with: 
Activity - Habitat Connection (p. 48) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Comparing Habitats (p. 88) 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/animals/index.html

































