
Title: Hello Precipitation 
 

Objective: Practice using vocabulary associated with the water cycle; review the 

stages of the water cycle. 

Time: 5-10 minutes 

Materials Needed: Visual of water cycle (the NASA resources on the back of 

the card include pictures that work well projected in your classroom, or printed to 

use indoors or outdoors) 

 

Directions: 
1. Circle up (indoors or outdoors) using the water cycle visual. Have a student use a pointer and explain the route that a water drop-

let may take in the cycle. 

2. To begin the greeting, have a student start as a Precipitation and tell where they, as a water droplet, lands. The next student identi-

fies where the water droplet moves next in the water cycle. For example, the first student says: “Good Morning. I am Precipita-

tion and I am a raindrop (or snowflake) landing in a forest.” The next student says “Good morning first student’s name, I am the 

soil that soaks up the rain.” The greeting continues around the circle until everyone has a turn.  

Variation: Instead of conducting this in order around the circle, have students begin the greeting standing. After the first student 

begins the greeting, the students raise their hand to go next, going in any order, and once they have been greeted they sit down. This 

highlights the fact that the water cycle is not a perfect circle, but rather a winding path within the cycle. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Do all water droplets follow the same route? Explain one path it may take? (Have a few students do this, beginning as precipita-

tion and falling on different surfaces, which leads to different paths within the water cycle). 

2. How are you part of the water cycle? (Hold your hand to your mouth and exhale. Other examples.) 

3. We have a limited supply of water on the Earth. Why is important that water recycles itself? 

 

 Greeting 
 Theme: Water Cycle 
 Topic: Stages of the Water Cycle 
 Suggested Grade Level: 3-5 
 Indoors or Outdoors: Either 
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Science and Engineering Practices: 
2. Developing and using models. 
Crosscutting Concept: 
1. Patterns; 4. Systems and system models; 5. Energy and matter: Flows, cycles, and conservation. 
Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Earth and Space Sciences: ESS2: Earth’s system. 

 

Background Information: 
• Sources of water: oceans, ponds, streams, rivers, lakes, wetlands, groundwater, glaciers, ice, snow, fog, dew, etc. 

• Evaporation: liquid water changes state to water vapor in air. 

• Condensation: water vapor cools and changes to liquid water, collecting to form clouds, dew on grass, droplets on the side of a 

cold glass of water. 

• Precipitation: water vapor condenses in the atmosphere and returns to earth in the form of rain, snow, sleet, or hail. 

 

Additional Resources: 
• https://gpm.nasa.gov/education/water-cycle 

• https://gpm.nasa.gov/education/articles/nasa-earth-science-water-cycle  

• http://water.usgs.gov/edu/earthgw.html 

• https://www.usgs.gov/special-topic/water-science-school  

 

Correlates with: 
Activity - The Water Cycle Dance (p. 69) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Water Droplet Story (p. 118) 

https://gpm.nasa.gov/education/water-cycle
https://gpm.nasa.gov/education/articles/nasa-earth-science-water-cycle
http://water.usgs.gov/edu/earthgw.html
https://www.usgs.gov/special-topic/water-science-school

