
Title: Hello Predator, Hello Prey 
 

Objective: Recognize predator/prey relationships 

Time: 5-10 minutes 

Materials Needed: Predator/prey nametags (found at jeffersfoundation.org) 
 

 

Directions: 

1. Begin in a standing circle outside. Pass out a name tag to each student. (They could be attached to a string/yarn to hang around 

neck or taped on). The name tag will either have the name of a predator animal or the name of a prey animal. 

2. Students decide if they are a predator or a prey (or both) and why. Share a few ideas out loud and have students explain why. 

3. Students walk around to find their predator/prey match and greet them. e.g. The mosquito will say, “Good Morning Predator, 

Bat!” The bat will respond to the mosquito, “Good Morning Prey, Mosquito!” Please note: there will be duplicates. 

4. On the teacher’s signal, students reform the circle for a follow-up discussion. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Who did you greet? Why is __________ a predator for _________? Or Why is ____________ a prey for ____________?  

2. Can you name any animals that are both a prey and a predator? Explain. 

3. What would happen if prey were no longer available for a particular animal? 

4. What might cause this prey to no longer be available? 

5. Are predators “bad”? What would the Earth be like if there were no predators? 

 

 

 

 

 

 Greeting 
 Theme: Ecology 
 Topic: Predator and Prey 
 Suggested Grade Level: 3-5 
 Indoors or Outdoors: Either 

20 



Science and Engineering Practices: 

7. Engaging in argument from evidence; 8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concepts: 
1. Patterns; 5. Energy and matter: flows, cycles and conservation. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Life Sciences: LS2: Ecosystems: Interactions, energy and dynamics. 

 

 

Background Information: 
• Predator: An animal that, as a matter of survival, kills and eats other animals for food that sustains the predator and its young. 

• Prey: An animal that is killed and eaten by other animals for food. Prey are usually smaller animals that are herbivores and they 

have many offspring. 

• Possible matches from predator/prey name tags: cottontail/coyote; ground squirrels/hawks; deer/cougar; quail/fox; mouse/snake; 

insect/frog; mosquito/bat; mouse/owl. 

 

Additional Resources: 
• Who Eats What? Food Chains and Food Webs by Patricia Lauber 

• Bugs for Lunch by Margery Facklam 

• What Eats That? by Ryan Jacobson 

 

Correlates with: 
Activity - Predator/Prey Freeze Tag (p. 62) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Predator/Prey Narrative (p. 109) 










