
Title: Hello Sunshine 
 

Objective: Greet one another using different types of weather 

Time: 2-5 minutes 

Materials Needed: Small blue, white, and yellow objects (examples include: 

beads, paper, cubes, buttons, pompoms etc.)  Add gray and red if you use the 

variation.  
 

Directions: 
1. Have students circle up outdoors. Give each student one small object to hold in their hand. Have them keep their color a secret 

and hold it in a closed fist. 

2. Students silently walk around giving each other a sneak peek at the object in their hand. When they meet another student, they 

whisper a greeting to that person. The greetings are as follows: 

 White: “Hello snowstorm!” 

 Blue: “Hello rainstorm!” 

 Yellow: “Hello sunshine!” 

Variation:  Consider adding gray objects for clouds and red for wind and add “Hello clouds” and “Hello wind” to the greeting. 
 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What other types of weather do we experience in our area? (See background information.) 

2. Do we have the same weather everywhere in Minnesota? Discuss why or why not?   

3. Discuss the difference between weather and climate. 
 

Extension: 
A weather chart or graph can be made by students. Students record weather conditions every day and notice a pattern over time. You 

may use your local news station’s website to get the official forecast for your area. This would encompass using mathematics and 

computational thinking. 

Greeting 
Theme: Weather 
Topic: Types of Weather 
Suggested Grade Level: K-4 
Indoors or Outdoors: Outdoors 
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Science and Engineering Practices: 
1. Asking questions (science); 8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concepts: 
1. Patterns; 4. Systems and system models; 7. Stability and Change. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Earth and Space Sciences: ESS 2: Earth’s systems; ESS 3: Earth and human activity. 

 

Background Information: 

• Weather is the state of the atmosphere with respect to heat or cold, wetness or dryness, calm or storm, clearness or cloudiness and 

what you see and feel outside.  It can change over the course of an hour, a day or week. 

• Weather we have in Minnesota includes: sunny, rainy, cloudy, windy, snowy, stormy (tornados, twisters, blizzards, ice), floods, 

hail, thunder, lightning, calm, hot, cold, dry 

• Climate is the description of the long-term pattern of weather in a particular area. Some scientists define climate as the average 

weather for a particular region and time period, usually taken over 30-years. Recording weather information over time is a way to 

measure climate changes. See the Minnesota Weatherguide EnvironmentTM Calendar for the 30-year average temperatures. 

 

Additional Resources: 
• Weather Words and What They Mean by Gail Gibbons 

• National Geographic Kids Everything Weather by Kathy Furgang 

 

Correlates with: 
Activity - Tornado (p. 70) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Nature Weather Report (p. 107) 


