
Title: Identifying Parts of an Ecosystem 
 

Objective: Identify living and non-living parts of an ecosystem  

Time: 15 minutes or less 

Materials Needed: Science journal, pencil and colored pencils 

 

Directions: 
1. In your science journal draw an ecosystem (such as the woods, pond, or prairie). Include sun, plants, soil, animals, etc. 

2. Write L (for living) and NL (for non-living) next to the items in your picture. 

3. Turn and talk to share your drawing with a classmate. 

4. At the bottom of your drawing write a statement on how this ecosystem benefits humans.    

Variation: Work with a partner, or in a small group. Create a mural of an ecosystem using a variety of art materials. Present your 

mural to the class and exhibit the mural in the hallway to share with other students. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. How did you know whether to label something living or non-living? 

2. How do the non-living things help the living things in the ecosystem?  

3. How do the living and non-living things in an ecosystem provide benefits to humans?  

4. What can humans do to protect ecosystems?   

Extension :  
Ecosystem Exploration: Take a walk around the schoolyard looking for evidence of energy from the sun (light/warmth), find moisture, 

air, soil (Can you find rock turning into soil?), producers, consumers. Do you find more than 1 kind of consumer? Which do you find 

more of, Producers or Consumers? Roll logs or dig in woodchips to find decomposers. Can you see soil being formed? 
 

 

 

 Interdisciplinary Lesson 
 Theme: Ecology 
 Topic: Parts of an Ecosystem 
 Suggested Grade Level: 3-5 
 Indoors or Outdoors: Either 

98 



Science and Engineering Practices :  

1. Asking questions (science); 2. Developing and using models; 8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concepts:  

4. Systems and system models. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas:  

Life Sciences: LS 2: Ecosystems: Interactions, energy, and dynamics. 

 

Background Information: 
• Ecosystem: is a natural unit consisting of all plants, animals and micro-organisms in an area functioning together with all of the 

non-living physical factors of the environment. 

• Ecosystem Services: Services provided to humans by the environment such as food, timber, fuel, fresh water and medicine. 

These services are necessary for all life to survive. 

• Living Things: includes those things that are alive or have ever been alive, including a stick of firewood. 

• Nonliving Things: are not alive, nor have they ever been. They are inorganic. e.g. air, water, rocks, minerals. 

• Living things use nonliving things as a tool. A bird sometimes swallows gravel to aid digestion. 
 

Additional Resources: 
• What is a Living Thing by Bobbie D. Kalman  

• Every Living Thing by Cynthia Rylant  

• What's Alive? by Kathleen Weidner Zoehfeld   

 

Correlates with: 
Greeting - Good Morning, Ecosystem (p. 12)  

Activity - Building an Ecosystem (p. 42) 


