
Greeting 
Theme: Life Cycles 
Topic: Comparing Insect Life Cycles 
Suggested Grade Level: 1-4 
Indoors or Outdoors: Outdoors 
 

Title: Life Cycle Greeting 
 

Objective: Greet classmates who possess cards of different stages of an insect’s 

life cycle. Form groups for each insect, completing each insect’s life cycle. 

Time: 10 minutes 

Materials Needed: Insect Life Cycle cards (found at jeffersfoundation.org) 

 

Directions: 

1. Circle up your students. Give each student an insect life cycle card. Make sure all of the stages of an insect’s life cycle are 

distributed. (Some stages may be duplicated due to the number of students in your class). 
2. Explain that the cards include a picture and a label that identifies the stage of the insect’s life cycle. 
3. Instruct students to greet classmates saying “Good morning student name.  I see you are an insect name and life stage”. An 

example of this is “Good Morning Anna. I see you are a ladybug larva”. The classmate reciprocates the greeting before moving 

on to greet another classmate (example: “Good Morning James. I see you are a dragonfly nymph”). 
4. After students have been able to greet about four classmates (one or two minutes), ask students to return to the original circle.  
5. Instruct students that for the next part of the greeting they are to find and greet classmates who have cards of their insect. This 

should result in forming groups of three (insects with incomplete metamorphosis) or four (insects with complete metamorphosis). 
6. Once groups have formed, they should sit down and form a full class circle for discussion. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What insects did you “meet” today that had a larval stage? Had a Pupa? (Same as those who had a larva). Had a Nymph stage? 

2. How are insects that go through a larval and pupal stage different from those who go through a nymph stage? Explain. 

3. Have you seen your insect before? If you have, where have you seen it?  (Answers may be in yard, books, online, etc.) 

4. Have you seen other classmates’ insects before? If you have, where have you seen them? 
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Science and Engineering Practices: 
8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concepts: 
1. Patterns; 6. Structure and function. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Life Sciences: LS 1: From molecules to organisms: Structures and processes; LS3: Heredity: Inheritance and variation of traits. 

 

 

Background Information: 
• Complete metamorphosis includes 4 stages: egg-larvae-pupa/chrysalis-adult. 

Insects that go through complete metamorphosis include: butterflies, moths, beetles, flies, mosquitos, ants, bees. 

• Incomplete metamorphosis includes 3 stages:  egg-nymph-adult 

Insects that go through incomplete metamorphosis include: dragonflies, damselflies, true bugs, leaf hoppers, grasshoppers. 

 

 

Additional Resources: 

• Iowa State University Department of Entomology - https://bugguide.net/ 

• Amateur Entomologists’ Society - https://www.amentsoc.org/insects/fact-files/life-cycles.html 

• Insect Life Cycle Read Aloud - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKLbbvKBYWc 

• Insect Life Cycles by Molly Aloian and Bobbie Kalman 

 

Correlates with: 
Activity - Insect Scavenger Hunt (p. 51) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Insect Life Cycle Model (p. 99) 
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