
Title: News Flash: Eclipse Coming Soon 
 

Objective: Research and write a news article which informs our community about 

an upcoming eclipse (solar or lunar eclipse). 

Time: 30-45 minutes 

Materials Needed: Journal, pencil, color pencils (optional), On-line resources 

(found in Additional Resources). 

 

Directions: 

1. Students are assigned to write a news article, including a headline that informs the community of an upcoming eclipse (solar or 

lunar). Students choose which eclipse they would like to write about. Begin by researching how eclipses occur. 

2. Students should write their article in their journal. The article should include the following components: 

• Explanation of what an eclipse is: 1-2 sentences on their selected eclipse (solar or lunar). 

• Explanation of how it can best be observed: 1 sentence (Example: Solar eclipse, know how to safely observe). 

• Reaction of people/animals/plants to an eclipse: 1-2 sentences. 

• Final statement, inspire their readers to want to observe the eclipse: 1-2 sentences. 

• Finally, write a catchy Title for the article. 

• Optional: Include a graphic that shows the relationship/position of the moon with the Earth and the sun for the type of 

eclipse they select to research and explain. 

• Students can read articles in front of class OR journals can be laid out on desks for a gallery walk. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What fact(s) about eclipses surprised you? Explain. 

2. How did a classmate effectively write their article, title, and/or graphic that helped you learn more about an eclipse? Explain.  

 

Interdisciplinary Lesson 
Theme: Astronomy 
Topic: Moon Phases and Eclipses 
Suggested Grade Level: 2-4 
Indoors or Outdoors: Indoors 
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Science and Engineering Practices:  

6. Constructing explanations (science); 8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concepts: 
1. Patterns; 2. Cause and effect: mechanism and explanation. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Earth and Space Sciences: ESS 1: Earth’s place in the universe. 

 

Background Information: 
● There are 8 phases of the moon: new moon, waxing crescent, first quarter, waxing gibbous, full moon, waning gibbous, last/third 

quarter, waning crescent, new moon (starts again).  

● The moon travels in a counterclockwise path as it revolves around the Earth. 
● A Lunar Eclipse occurs during the full moon phase when the Earth passes directly between the moon and the sun. During a lunar 

eclipse the Earth’s shadow is cast over the entire moon or a portion of it.  

● A Solar Eclipse occurs during the new moon phase when the moon passes directly between the Earth and the sun. During a solar 

eclipse the moon blocks out all or part of the sun. 

● Lunar and Solar Eclipses only occur when the sun, moon, and Earth are aligned. Eclipses do not occur on a monthly basis during 

each new or full moon phase. 

 

Additional Resources: 
● https://www.moonconnection.com 

● NASA: What is an eclipse - https://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/k-4/stories/nasa-knows/what-is-an-eclipse-k4 

 

Correlates with: 
Greeting - Moon Puzzle (p. 26) 

Activity - Moon Phase Line Up (p. 55) 

 

https://www.moonconnection.com/
https://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/k-4/stories/nasa-knows/what-is-an-eclipse-k4

