
Title: North, South, East or West, My Classroom Friends Are the Best 
 

Objective: Use greetings and become familiar with the cardinal directions 

Time: 5 minutes 

Materials Needed: Markers (stones, wood block) with cardinal directions on 

them (N, E, S, W); for older students include intermediate points (NE, SE, SW, 

NW), chalk, compass or phone app. 

 

Directions: 
1. Have students use a compass and chalk to draw a large Compass Rose on the concrete or asphalt and ask students to stand in a 

circle around the drawing. (The Rose could be drawn on a large piece of cardboard and oriented on the lawn.) 

2. Teach ‘Never Eat Soggy Waffles’ to remember the order of directions and put the N and S marker on correct sides. 

3. To begin the greeting, the first student will greet another student by saying that student’s first name and direction they are stand-

ing. “Hello Irina South.” Student replies, “Hello Carlos West.” First student (Carlos) sits down and the second student greets 

another student, “Hello Nia North.”   

4. The greeting is completed when all students have been greeted and are seated. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Have students point in the direction in which the sun rises (East) and the sun sets (West). What causes this? (Earth’s rotation) 

2. How can we remember the order of the directions around a compass or circle? 

3. Can someone use cardinal directions to describe the position of a specific landmark on the schoolgrounds in relation to where we 

are sitting? For example: “The parking lot is south of us”. “The oak tree is Northwest”.  
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Science and Engineering Practices: 

2. Developing and using models; 8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concept: 
1. Patterns. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Earth and Space Sciences: ESS1: Earth’s place in the universe. 
 

Background Information: 
• The four cardinal directions or cardinal points are North (N), East (E), South(S) and West (W).   

• Intermediate points are the points in between the four cardinal points, Northeast (NE), Southeast (SE), Southwest (SW) and 

Northwest (NW).  

• On a map, North is usually at the top of the map, South at the bottom, East to the right and West to the left. 

 

Additional Resources: 
• Up North and Down South: Using Map Directions by Doreen Gonzales 

 

Extension: (Crosscutting Concept: 3. Scale, proportion, and quantity). 

Students create a map of the schoolgrounds. Maps may be created in journals or on poster boards. The utilization of graph paper may 

help students prepare a map with proper scale. Students should include a Compass Rose and Legend on their map.  

 

Correlates with: 
Activity - Never Eat Soggy Waffles (p. 57) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Direction Graph Drawing (p. 92) 


