
Title: Seasonal Events 
 

Objective: Identify seasons and phenological events that may occur.  

Time: 10-15 minutes 

Materials Needed: Pictures depicting different seasons, one per child. Old calendars 

and magazines are a good source for pictures. 

 

Directions: 

1. Review the four seasons with students and distribute a seasonal picture to each student.   

2. Have the students get into groups according to the season they think they have: Winter, Spring, Summer, or Autumn. 

3. Have the groups discuss their pictures and why they think they are in the correct group. What is their evidence? 

4. Define and explain phenology to the students. Provide an example of a phenological event from each season.  The Minnesota 

Weatherguide Environment TM Calendar is a good resource. Ask the seasonal groups to think of other phenological events that 

could occur in their season.   

5. Have students make a chart listing the four seasons in their journal and have them list phenological events that occur in nature 

during each season.   

Variation:  You may make a class-wide chart with younger students. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Why do certain events only happen during specific seasons?  Explain your answer. 

2. Would different states/regions have different phenological events?  For example, do the leaves fall off trees in California in 

autumn? Why or why not? What other phenological events might be different comparing Minnesota to other regions? 

3. Do the seasons always go in order? (Younger students may not realize the repetition) Go around the circle, naming the seasons in 

order showing the cycle.   

4. Why is it important to study seasons? What does the information/research help us understand?  Explain your answer. 

5. What occupations or daily activities vary based on the season? (agriculture, recreation, construction, picnics, gardening) 

Activity 
Theme: Phenology 
Topic: Seasons 
Suggested Grade Level: K-5 
Indoors or Outdoors: Indoors 
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Science and Engineering Practices: 
6. Constructing explanations (science); 7. Engaging in argument from evidence; 8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating 

information. 

Crosscutting Concepts: 
1. Patterns; 7. Stability and change. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Earth and Space Sciences: ESS2: Earth’s Systems. 
 

Background Information: 
• Seasons are periods of the year associated with natural events determined by climate. We have four seasons: Winter, Spring, 

Summer and Autumn (Fall). This is a continuous cycle. 

• Phenology is a branch of science dealing with the relationship between climate and natural phenomena. Data of the timing of 

these events can be compared from year to year to tell how our climate is changing and when we can expect to see events occur 

each year. Examples of phenological events include: ice forming on the lake, ice-out in spring, buds bursting on trees, leaves 

falling from trees, migration, first robin spotted, breeding seasons, etc. 
 

Additional Resources: 
• Caps, Hats, Socks and Mittens A Book About the Four Seasons by Louise Borden 

• The Reason for Seasons by Gail Gibbons 

• Nature’s Notebook by Jim Gilbert 

• Freshwater’s Minnesota Weatherguide Environment™ Calendar 

• Journey North includes a global study of wildlife migration and seasonal change with interactive online tracking- 

https://journeynorth.org 
 

Correlates with: 
Greeting - Match the Season Puzzle (p. 24) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Birthday Season (p. 83) 

https://journeynorth.org/

