
Title: Shelter Greeting 
 

Objective: Recognize that animals need shelter 

Time: 10 minutes 

Materials Needed: None 
 

 

Directions: 
1. Students stand in a circle. 

2. Ask students to think of a Minnesota animal. Imagine how it would move on the classroom carpet/floor or schoolyard grass.   

3. Have students put both arms up so that palms are touching together forming a triangle “tent” or shelter above their heads. 

4. Choose one student to begin by announcing to the class: “Good Morning, I am a _____” (Sharing the Minnesota animal they 

have chosen.) 

5. That student will then walk/crawl/hop around the inside of the circle under the shelter mimicking how their chosen animal would 

move. The students waiting in the circle say: “Good Morning, ______! We are shelter to protect you!” 

6. The student that traveled through the shelter joins the circle. Continue until everyone has had a turn to go under the shelter. 
 

Alternate Action: Students form two lines facing each other, raise hands and touch palms to form a tent-shaped tunnel through 

which the “animals” will travel using their walk/crawl/hop motion. 
 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What is a shelter?  Is shelter a want or a need? Why? 

2. List different shelters that animals use. Where can you find them? 

 

 

 

Greeting 
Theme: Habitat 
Topic: Shelter 
Suggested Grade Level: K-3 
Indoors or Outdoors: Either 
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Science and Engineering Practices: 
1. Asking questions (science). 

Crosscutting Concepts:  
6. Structure and function. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Life Sciences: LS 2: Ecosystems: Interactions, energy and dynamics. 

 

 

Background Information: 
• Every animal needs shelter. The environment where an animal lives is called its ‘habitat’. An animal’s habitat includes food, wa-

ter, shelter and space. Shelter is where the animal seeks protection from weather or other animals.   

• Shelter is a need, not a want. Animals and humans must have shelter and protections from the elements in order to survive. 

 

Additional Resources: 
• Antler, Bear, Canoe: A Northwoods Alphabet Book, Tracks in the Wild and Plant a Pocket of Prairie, books about Minnesota 

animals by Betsy Bowen 

• MN DNR: Hole Sweet Hole, Niches for Everyone - https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html  

 

 

Correlates with: 
Activity - Squirrel in a Tree (p. 68) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Everyone Needs Shelter (p. 94) 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html

