
Title: Snowfall Greeting 
 

Objective: Compare and contrast snowflakes and snowfall events 

Time: 5-10 minutes 

Materials Needed: Snowflake Pictures (found at jeffersfoundation.org). 

Optional: white paper and pencils for Extension. 
 

Directions: 

1. Begin with students sitting (indoors) or standing (outdoors) in a circle. Pass out a snowflake to each student.  

2. Give the signal to begin by saying “Let it Snow”. Students should walk around mimicking snowflakes floating on a light breeze 

as they fall during a gentle snowfall. While doing so, they should hold their snowflake in front of their chest so others can see 

their snowflake.  

3. Students greet one another as silently as snow falls (whisper “Hello student’s name”). Let it snow for 45-60 seconds. 

4. Signal students to return to the circle. Begin again by saying “Let it Snow”. This time, students should mimic snowflakes falling 

in a snowstorm. They should walk, twirl (as if blown in the wind), and bump shoulders gently with classmates. They should greet 

one another in a normal speaking voice “Hello student’s name”. Let is snow for 45-60 seconds. 

5. The teacher should provide a signal and reform the circle. Ask students to turn and talk. The “turn and talk” should include 

observing their partner’s snowflake and conducting a compare and contrast discussion of their snowflake pictures and the 

different snowfall events.  
 

Discussion Questions:  
1. What similarities did you notice your snowflake had to other snowflakes? What Differences?  

2. How might weather conditions (wind, temperature) affect the shape of snowflakes as they fall or as they land on the ground? 

3. What type of weather and/or snowfall may result in snow that is “good” for making snow forts and snowballs? 
 

 

 

Greeting 
Theme: Snow 
Topic: Snowflakes and winter weather 
Suggested Grade Level: K-5 
Indoors or Outdoors: Either 
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Science and Engineering Practices: 
2. Developing and using models; 8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concepts: 
1. Patterns; 2. Cause and effect: mechanism and explanation. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas:  
Earth and Space Sciences: ESS 2: Earth’s systems. 
 

Background Information: 
● Snow is a form of precipitation which consists of tiny ice crystals.  

● The crystals grow from water vapor in cold clouds. The crystals collide and stick together to produce snowflakes.   

● Snowflakes differ in shape and size but they all have six sides. No two snowflakes are alike. 
 

Additional Resources: 
● Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs Martin 

● Snip, Snip…Snow by Nancy Poydar 

● SnowCrystals.com - Kenneth G. Libbrecht 
 

Extension: “Snowball fight” 
Collect the snowflake pictures and hand out a sheet of paper and a pencil to each student. Ask them to write a word that describes their 

snowflake, how it felt to fall as a snowflake, or to simply describe snow. Crumple papers into a ball. Standing in a circle, at the 

teacher’s signal, students have a “snowball fight” throwing snowballs for 30 seconds. More than one throw may be possible for each 

student. Pick up the snowballs and ask students to read the word written on the snowball they pick up. Record these words on a white 

board or large pad of paper. Use these words to write a narrative (A day in the life of a snowflake/snowball), a poem, etc.   
 

Correlates with: 
Activity - How Much Water is in the Snow? (p. 49) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Snow Poem (p. 113) 














