
Title: Squirrel in a Tree 
 

Objective: Learn that animals need shelter in order to survive 

Time: 10-15 minutes 

Materials Needed: Large space for running, hula hoops (optional) 

 

Directions: 
1. Spread out in a large space and form small circles of 2-3 students. Have students hold hands to represent a tree with a hollow 

trunk. Hula hoops work well to define space for the hollow trunk.  

2. A student representing a squirrel stands in each “tree trunk”. Have one or more squirrels than there are trees. 

3. When the teacher claps or blows a whistle, the squirrels must change trees. The extra squirrels must find a hollow trunk.  Play a 

few rounds so all the extra squirrels get a chance to find a home. 

4. Make sure to rotate students so they all get an opportunity to be a squirrel. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Why might a real squirrel or other animal not find shelter? 

2. What do you think would happen to a real squirrel if it did not find shelter? What would happen to you if you could not find shel-

ter? 

3. Is there anywhere or anything else in nature that a squirrel may use as shelter? Explain 

4. What are some other types of animal homes? Where can they be found? How do you know? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 
Theme: Habitat 
Topic: Shelter 
Suggested Grade Level K-3 
Indoors or Outdoors: Outdoors 
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Science and Engineering Practices: 
1. Asking questions (science). 

Crosscutting Concepts:  
6. Structure and function. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Life Sciences: LS 2: Ecosystems: Interactions, energy and dynamics. 
 

Background Information: 
• There are over 365 types of ground and tree squirrels which make up 40% of the mammal species. Squirrels are the most active in 

late winter which is when their mating season begins. Baby squirrels are usually born in early spring, but squirrels may have an-

other litter in August if food is plentiful. In the summer squirrels are most active two to three hours after sunrise, and then they'll 

rest in the afternoon, resuming activity again two hours before sunset. The squirrel will retire to its nest well before dark, and will 

rarely leave the nest in the dark. In the winter, the squirrel will complete its activities between dawn and mid- day, and will re-

main in or around the nest until the next day. Squirrel facts are from www.squirrels.com.  
 

Additional Resources: 
• Animal Habitats! (Williamson Little Hands Series) by Judy Press 

• The ABS of Habitats by Bobbie Kalman 

• The Magic School Bus Hops Home: A Book about Animal Habitats by Pat Relf 

• MN DNR: Hole Sweet Hole, Niches for Everyone - https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html  
 

Correlates with: 
Greeting - Shelter Greeting (p. 31) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Everyone Needs Shelter (p. 94) 

http://www.squirrels.com/
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html

